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OF THE 


ConpDEMNED, 


Bea fober Anfwer to the chief Pleas tie: 
this difordrely pratife. 


Wherein j is diicovered how contrary it 


|a.Tothe Holy Scriptures. 


To the Reafonof the thing. 
3To the judgement of the old 
conformifts. 

4. To Themfelves beretofores 


‘Let us follow after the wrt 4 which ma 

and the things wherewith one may edife 
y is be that condemneth not bimfelf in sas thing 
be alloweth, } Rom, 14, 22, 


| Printed for Walter Kettilby, at the} 


_Bitbops-head in S. Pauls Church- -yard. 1672. 
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| TO THE 


-Chriftian Reader. 


T is not a vain bumor of ferih- 
ling, nor an affectation of 
jing an Author, which creates the. 
Ube trouble of thefe Papers, but 
ithat great fenfe Ihave of the ma- 
ppifold evils of Separation, which 
pre as deftruttive to the ( burch of 
Cbrip , tearing one member 
| ; rom another is to the natural 
Body. And fincethe 
le of the Gentiles 


Bo have fuch a fellow- feeling of 


he Jufferings the (briftian 


A2 (buch, 


2, 
¥ 
4 
8. 
4, 


To the Reader. 
Church, the Myftical Body of 


Chrift, ‘whereof we are all mem- 
bers, as the members of the nae 
tural body have of each others fufe Bi 
ferings, I fhould fear whether 
were a living member of Chrifts 
body, had 1 not fome fmart ree 

-fentments of theJe rents and divi- 
fions which are daily made init. 
And fince there are thofe whe are @ 
very bufie in justifying and widens 
ing chefe divifions, furely it can 
no fault to oppofe my [elf to that ©) p 
growing evil an attempt, which 
it Want fucce/ yet may merit a 
vourable cenfure. It is Well knownl 
how our ancient Nonconformifts,) 
though they fcrupled the ufe of 
fome Ceremonies then, and ftiullew 
and prattifed in burch, 
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To the Reader, 
et did both by their writings and. 


praétife,condemn from 
eur Parifh Churches : This bath 
juflly urged againft the See 
| paration of fome among us, who 
B ftill pretend to be the Succeffors — 

of thofe Reaceable and Confors 

mable diflenters , and take it 
very ill. be ranked among. 
Brownifis and Independents, be- 
caufe they difown their 
principles, though the e[poufe their 


attifes, 


themfelves i in this point, and that 
they might not be thought Apo- 
fates thofe principles they 
{have fo vebementlycontended and 
x 


a 


* 


foughe for, and that they may 
void the of thofe killing Ar- 


uments 


And therefore to 


‘ 


TotheReader,* 
ments the ancient Puritans urg- 
ed againft the Brownifts of thofe 
days, they have endeavoured to 
find out a vaft difference between | 

the fate of the Church now, and 
what it was in thofe days. : 
The defign therefore of thefe § 
Papers is “to confider all thofe 
pretended differences between the | 
prefent flate of our (burch, and 
What it was in the days of theold 
Nonconformifls 5 and if it appear | 
there is no material difference ( of 
which I kave the Reader to be © 
judge Jit muft then neceffarily fol- | 
bw by their own Conce/Sions that | 
they are as down-right Schif- | 
maticks , as the ancient Brownifts | 

_and our prefent Independents are. 

Thaye endeavoured to ex- 
amine 
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To the Reader. 


mine With Chriftian candor and 
Simpartiality , and without any 
other [harpne/s of ftile, than what 
fharpnefs of an Argument 
gives it. I bejeech thee Reader to 


confider it with all due candor and 


impartiality, and joyn thy prayers 
"to mine, that God would at length 
Sreflore peace and unity to his 
Church, 


Farewel. | 
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ERRATA, 
Age 34. line 24. for Reformation, read | 

| if Reftauration, p. 43.1. 10, for that, read 
thus, a. tor Marks, vr. Mark p.6s. 1, 
5. for A true Religions. The trae Religion, © 

p. for af, at) p.to1, 1.23) for by, | 
and inthe next line for to, r.bf, p.127. Lio.for 
mentable lamentable,p.\5 51,13. for Artr. Ad, 

p- 157. 1.14.for which, t.whes, for 

tot. with, | 
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THE 


LADN: ARGUMENTS 


jor the New Separatifts from 
| the Parifh Churches, to {top the 
Courfe of their, deftruative 
Separation. | 


Argument I. 
Bach Minifters as the Scriptures 
| command us to Avoid , and 
have No company with. nor 
fo much as Bat with, are not 
to be joyn'd with in Church — 
‘Communion as our Paffors ; 
But thofe that by fubjcription, 
and open declaration to the 


B Chari 


| 
f 


Grotinus 
Righr of 
higheft 
power, 


1. 


Church in their Miniffry, do 


abfolve -all the perfons in the 
Three rom the ob-| 


ligation of Reformation, in) 
cafe of very great’Church- 
corr uptions, and juftifie them| 
all from the guilt of perjury,” 
are fuch. Ergo. 


Y thofe Scripture Precepts 
to Turn from, Avoid, and) 
Not eat with the wicked || 
manifeft,faith 
No a& is fignified greater than age 
private one; For what is the Church ™ 
here bid to do, but what a Difciple | 
doth, when he deferteth an 
Door ; or honeft men do, whens 
they renounce the friendfhip 
fociety of their Companions falles 
into Wickednefs. 
Do€tor Hammond alfo interpret- 
eth the Apoftles prohibition of che 
| Corin 
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Corinthians to eat with wicked 40. 
Church-Members, to be meant of 
intinaate familiarity with them; fo 
doth the Englifh Annotators, 
- But they will fay, Ifa man may object. 
* not hold: Civil Communion with 
17) fuch, much Jefs may he hold Church | 
Communion. 
This Inference the Separatifts 47/w. 
made in Calvin’s dayes, Takeitin 
his own words, “ Here (faith he) 
BE“ they cry out, if it be not lawful ;,;. 
to eat common brcad, how 
it be lawful to cat she 
wm bread of the Lord. To which he 
anfwereth. Whereas they think 


@** ic Sacriledge to be partakers of 


i‘ che Lords bread with them, {peak- 
‘ing of wicked men, they are 
H** cherein much more rigorous than 
to a holy and pure partaking, he 
‘requireth not that fhould exa- 
m ‘mine another, or every one the 
te whole Church, but cach man 
himfelty 


| 
| 
al 


ad 


: 
himfelf ; whereby, he 


company of wicked men 


Ca!. laf. 
4. 
24?. 


‘© arthe Lords ‘Table do not hure the | 

““sodly He that eateth unwor- | 
thily, eateth judgment to bimlelf, 
not to others. ae 

Then again he faith, ‘‘ Ic is not | 
«in the power of private perfons 94 
to determine the Communicants | 


“ar the Lords Table ; they have 
the judgment of office, 
Again, “<1 do indeed, faith bef oh 


“not deny, That ic is the doing of | 
‘a godly man, to withdraw 
all private company of evil 
men, to have no willing familiar 
“ty with them. But it is one thing” n; 
“to fice the company of Evil men, 
“and another thing, for hatred of 
them, to flee the communion of G 
** che Church, fi 
To be fhort , fince it is in hel ‘of 
power of private perfons, tochoole) fo 
who they will ordinarily, and fre! fu 
quently converfe with at their own 
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} | Table and in commoa Converfati- 


in no. danger of being hure by 
~ the wickednefs of Communicants at 


‘perience proveth familiar Conver- 
*{ation with wicked mcn tobe ex- 
“treme dangerous: it followeth that 
men may lawfully hold Church- 
Communion, where they may not 
* 2. Bur if the Seriprure precepis, 
Withdraw from, Avoid, and not 
il Eat withthe Wicked, may poffibly 
k extended to Church-Commu- 
g nion, which Ido believe Tien {wo 


on, but nor at the Lords : and 
> |) 2'y Thatdoing their own duty, they 


‘the Lords Table : and 3'Y that ex-. 


106. 


35: 


 ordine, to every one in their own 
order and places for God is the - 


| }God of order, and not of confu- 


» fion, As thcy refpe@& the Governors 


ne) of the Church, they call upon them 
fe for the infli€ting of Church Cen- 
fures : As they refpe& the People, 
wethey put them upon minding their 
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Officers of their duty, and call for 


their own concurrence with them "x 


therein; but not to feparation, if 


that be negle&ed. 


The brethren thould diftinguith 
between an Orderly Motion of the 


Church Members in their feveral 
capacities to the putting bad Mini- 
{ters and People out ofthe Church: 
Anda DisorDERLYCOMMOTION 


by the irregular withdrawing and 


feparating of a Parry From 
Church. Perhaps the fir may be | 


inferr’d from thofe prohibitions, to 


~ Bat with the wicked ; but the laft,. 


which is the practical Inference of 


the Brethren, is abfurd, becaufe it 
cannot be done without culpable 
Schifm , andthreatning the ruin of 
the whole , by cutting the Church. 
into fhreds, and dividing the houfe 


of Chrift within it felf, which when- 


foever it falleth our, Chrift faith, 


That houfe cannot ftand, 
3+ If it were no fin to hold Com- 
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(7) 


4 munion with Priefts, fons of Belial, 


m Mthae knew notthe Lord; then fure- 


if Vy i itis no fin to maintain commu- 
_nion with Paftors, though guilty of 


h as bad crimes as thofe mentioned 
¢ inthe Argument of the Brethren - 


al 


“Buti it was no finto hold Commu- 


nion with Hophni, and Phineas, the 
two Sons of being Priefts; nor- 
 withtanding the enormous wicked- 
‘nefs of thofe men, we find no Pre- 
cept to the People to difown Church 


| { Communion with them, fo long as 


‘they ftood legally poffeft of the 


_Priefts Office ; bur onthe contrary, 


fees , thonzh our Saviour told the 
_ Peop Sle they were covetous Hypo- 3; 
 crites, blind Guides , {uperftitious, 

» making void the Commandments of 
| God by their own Traditions ; fuch 


the People that took the {candal , 

and began to abhor the Ordinances 

1 for their fake, are called tranfgre{- 
 fors, 1 Sam. 2.24. 


The wicked Scribes and Phari- 


as 


23> Wich 


: 
\ 


‘Matth’:3. 


without repentance could not e- jy 
 fcape the damnation of hell: Yer 
for that they fat in Azofes Chair ) 

teaching the Law, Chrift not only &< 
ajloweth, bur commandeth the 
ple to hear them. And Mr, Nor- $ 
ton of New-England teacheth, That 
his Precept to hear them, import- 
eth full Church Communion with +4 
them. It istherefore no fin, bur a_} 
duty (as the cafe may be) to hold 
Communion with Minifters guilty | 
of asbad crimes as the Brethrenin- $ 
finuate the Parifh Miniftcrs to be 
guilty of. f 
Perfonal crimes in allowed pub- * 
lick Minifters will nor juftifie dif- 4 
owning them in Church Admini- 
{trations andall thatisaffirmedin 
the Brethrens Argument againft the | 
Publick Minifters, are bur perfonal 
-erimes : So that though all were 4 
true which is alledged againit them, | 

it would not thence follow, thar ic Jn 
were a fin to joynin Church come 
munion 
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Fmunion with them, as Pattors. To 
et [this purpofe Calvin 
Nothing is added or diminith- Calv. In- 
bythe worthine(s or unwortht- 
*¢nefs of him by whom the Sacra- fa 
* ments are delivered ; and even 
#‘as among oen, if a Letterbe 
fo the hand and feal be 
h known, i¢ maketh no matter 
a *°whartmanner of man be che Car- 
d ¥ rier. Even fo it ought to fuffice 
ro know the hand and {eal of 
the Lord in his Sacraments, by 
e * Cairicr foever th cy be 
brought, Hereby, fairh be, the 
4 Error of the Donatifts is well 
confuted\, which meafured the 
- force and of the Sacrament, 
4 by the worthinefs of rhe Mini- 
‘nifters.. Ie noth'nz lindered the 
*« Jews to be circumcifed of un- 
clean Priefts or Apo'ta:es, 
4, The grievous crimes charged 
Minor, upon Onc and All the 
‘udlick Miniiters, are onely confi- 
dently 


by 


* 


ae 


dently afferted; not proved, nor any | 
thing {aid in order thereunto ; there. 
fore may juftly be neglected. 
If we fhould never have com. 
munions with Paftors, that one par. ¥ 
ry or other have not charged with B 
the like crimes, we fhould never | 
have held communion with any in ¢! 
England for many years. I am griev. 
ed tofpeak it For as the prefent 
Conformifts, for abjuring the Cove: f 
nant , are now called perjured per. & 
fons by the offended Brethren, be. 1 
-caufe they renounced the Cove 
nant : So were the Non-Confor. ¢€ 
mifts themfelves called perjured 
perfons by the Conformifts hereto. gu 
fore, becaufe they rook the Solem § 


League and Covenant, being in 


judgments crofs to divers Oath® 
formerly taken by multitudes of BO 
themfelves, particularly the #a 
of Allegeance, Supremacy, and Ca &€ 


nonical Obedience. 


6, Very wife and confcientious 
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(11) 

en, think the Subferiptions and o- 
ben Declarations the Objedion 
Bocakceh of , doth not hinder the 
bie of any Moral Endeavours of 
Reformation ## the Government, © 
h bur only fedisiows Endeavours of 
et Fxtirpation of the Government now 
in @ftablifhe by law. And if the So- 
ve League and Covenant, here- 
nt @ofore taken, bound men to ufe any 
Endeavours,to deftroy the pub- 
fick Eftabli(hment then in being, or 
Bow re-eftablithed, it ought to be 
Fepented of, and not tO, €Xx- 
sept Sedition and Rebellion be no 
gn. The Brethren thould diftin- 
tuifh upon the obligation from the 
Solemn League and Covenant ; 
ei As it contain’ a new obligation 
ths 80 do fome things which we are all 
of Bound to, if we had never taken it ; 
th: Bamely, in our places and callings, 
fo endeavour Church- Reformation, 
Mccording to the word of God. 
aus Now, in fenfe, no body isen- 
en joyned 


} 
\ 
cae 
5 


| 
joyned to declare againft it, which 
the Obje&ors do not confider. Bug 
only in the fecond place, as it com! 
taineth an obligation in ourPlaces & 
Callings,and with our lives and for} 
tunes to endeavour the extirpation @ 
of Church-government by Arch: 
Bifhops, and Bifhops, &c, and by 
this means to overthrow our fixed | 
Ecclefiaftical State 5 to root our the | 
Government eftablifhed by Jaw,” 
which 1, The King took his Oath” 
to maintain , at his Coronation; § 
2. The Government confirmed by } 
Magna Charta, and by thirty 
aments; 3. And that enjoyned and | 
taken without the Kings content : for” 
the Covenant faith not we thall en 
_ deavour to root out Prelacy [If ehe 7 
King will give leave]: Nay 4, Con: 
trary to the Kings Proclamation, ¥ 
Offober 1643 wherein he 
-monifheth his Subje&s to bewarel 
of it, and prohibiteth them to take? 
itupon their Oaths of Allegeance,” 
faying,| 


~ 


| | | 
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chi ying ‘that whatever the pretences 
w@f it were, it was in truth nothing 
Put a etraiterous feditious Combina- 
& Gon again{t him, and the eftablifhe 
it: Religion , and Laws of the King- 
yn Gom : 5. A Government which 
tellechus is repugnant to no 
by Baw Divine, but icis approved by 
ed Divine Law, That the Univerfal 
Church hath received it, That chis 
y, Prelacy hath its pattern in the Law 
th gNatural and Mofaical, and had its 


Gro ins 
Right ot 
hig'eit 
power. | 


}; Peginning in the Apoftolical times; 


nd that the hiftory of all times pro- 


¢laimeth the many commodities that 
4 Pave come to the Church by ic: 
y which wifleFregivil , aman 
. Df adeep head, as Bifhop Had cal- 
e him, {peaking particularly of 
. the Englifh Prelacy , faith, it is 
a rounded on Gods word; and thar 


fuch a mighty Church, as the 
Church of England is, the STATE 


Yved, for Equality, he faith, will be 
—hurt- 


Hof the Church ought to be prefer- 


i 
| 


Calvia’s 


Epift, ad 
Keg. Pal. 
ip. 1405 


Thef. de 
Ke- 
fo manda- 
rum Eecle 


Bifhops, in the Ecclefiaftical-Go- 4 
“*vernment, are, and ever were, 


* the contrariety of times hath abo- © 
them, & not fuffered them, 


hurtful to the State, and in timét” 
breed contufion, A Governamen 
which Ca/vin commendeth to tht. 
King of Poland, that for order fake ™ 
info great a Kingdom, he advifeth i 
the King toeftablith Bifhops ine |. 
very Province, and over them aj. 
Arch: Bifhop and Primate. 
Zanchy faith, He that will re 

“* ceive and follow the ufe and the o. | 
“pinion of the Univerfal Church, in 
all cimes and places unto this age; , 
“fora certain Interpreter of God 
word willeafily underftand, tha | 


the feveral degrees of Priefts and 4, 


¢ 


“according to Gods Word : there 
“fore where they ftand ftill, they |, 
mult not be abolifhed ; and where ik 


“they muft be fer up again. And r 


that with Calvin he faith, « They 
i 
are worthy of any execration 


that) 
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me that will not fubmit themfelves to 

en that Hierarchy that fubmitteth ic 
the f‘felfto the LordJefus 
ake, Again, this is his Proteftation, 
et} That before God, and in hiscon- 

e. ec {cience, he held them all for no 

better than Schifmaticks, that fer 

this down, asa partof the Refor- 

mation of Churches, to have no 

Bifhops, thathave any Eminence 

degree and Authority, above 

*Stheir true fellow Priefts, where 

they may well be had. | 
Ds Moulinallotellethus: Thae of 
nj the Superioriry of the Englifh 
“ i Bifhops hath been approved by ticle of 
the moft worthy Paftors of the 
French Churches, That it was 


 neceflity, not any Theological de- 
re % cifton 9 made France a Church 
». without Bifhops. 

Martin Bucer , for the weal of 
the Church of England , he being 
affift in the work of Reformati- dé 


Yon, “We muft endeavour, faith * 


at he, 


| ( ) 
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(16) 
he, that all the manner and die” 
tribution of Eccletiaftical 
“vernment, which the Canons § 
“ porefcribed to Biihops and Metro 
politanes, be reftored and main. 
| | eatned | 
Beas  Likewife B.X4 declared his dif 
pitle Jike ot thofe that refifted Epifco- 
pal power, where ie was cftablith. 
the Eng- ed. He exho.terh (ome. diffe nting- 
Brethren in England, That leaving. 
all bitrernefs they ould obey the 
Queen, and all che Prelates witha. 
free hearts and called it felf-con § 


cetted pride in them tha re Jested 
their Authority. 
S. Jerome wlleth us, hat it § 
“was decreed all the world over, $f 
“that One chofen from among §t 
‘the Presbyrters fhould be fer 


“wer the Refl, to whom all the | 
Care of the Church thould per: $ 
Seain. Further faith, The Chur- 
ches fatety confifteth in the digni- 
| “ty of the chief Pricft, is, che 


Rithops | 
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Bithop, to whom if there be not 


“‘given a SurPERIOR POVVER 

*‘ver all the Reft, there will be 

fo many Schifms in the 

§°Church, as there be Priefts. It 
feemeth then in his time, that Ex- 

+ perience had prompted all Chriftian 

ations to fet up Prelacy in the 
Church: andthat not only a Pre- 

of Place, but Power, as that 

g which was for the good of the ~ 

¢ Church. And Grotius telleth us, Richt of 

a that whofoever fhall affirm Epiico- 

pal Eminence to ke unlawful, 

d ¢harge the Church inall Ages, not 

pnely with folly, buc impiety. — : 

Mr. Baxter tellethusalfo, ‘ That Baxter ot 

€Epifcopacy was no fuch upftare 

§ching, nor defended by fuch con- mew, p. 

$cemprible reafons, as that the Cone 

¥ Ftroverfie is like to die with this 

t' Age ; undoubtedly there will be a 

learned and godly party for it 

while the world endureth. And in 

another place , ‘ That fome of the 


C ‘Pre- 


“that Prelacy had not a few mean. 


Government it felf, to intro. 
duce we knew not what in the 
room, as quickly 


ll 


Schfm p. 


publick Reformation lawful, Fup 
Grounds, Due Moderation, Sufficient 
Ambority, There may be Juft 


(18) 


© Prelates were venerable for their i 


‘ Admirable learning and piety, and 


perfons to adorn and creditic. 
What a prodigious error then, 


> 


and evil was it (all thefe things con. 
fidered ,) to‘enter into 2 folemn- 
League dnd Covenant, without any 


more ado, (not fo much as confult- 
ing the Bifhops) to extirpate the 


Theres things are neceffary, faith 
learned Bithop Bramball , to make 


Grounds without Sufficient Autho: 


rity, and Sufficient Authority with- 
out Juft Grounds ; and both 


cient Authority, and Juft Grounds, 
without Due Moderation. he 
faith, they are neceflary to 
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(19) 


cur to make a publick Reformation 
lawful: But the Reformation de- 
figned by the Scotch Covenant , to 
root out Prelacy, had none of all 


thefe three Ingredients of a lawful 


Reformation in it; neither Jult 
Grounds, Due Moderation, nor 
Lawful Authority ; and therefore - 


the Covenant to effeé&t fucha Re- 


formation muft nceds be unlaw- 


ful. | 
To fum up all then, 1. Here was 
no Fuft Grounds totake {uch a Co- 
venant, becaufe for National Chur- 
ches, where are Kings at head of 
them, it is not only a lawful, but the ~ 


Government, in the judgment 


the wifeft and greatc{t Students of 
_ Divinity in the whole world, 


2. Asthere was no good grounds 
to take it, fo there was no Due 
Moderation inthe taking of ie; for 


that the Bifhops, whofe intercft 


both for themfelves and the Church 
was deeply concern'd, were never 


| 

) 

| 


Kings thority to tmmpofe it becaufe the 


clatation 


b 

4 

2 

290. 


difingenuous, 


+ 


g. There was no Sv ficient Au- 


Ofer 9. King, whom the Brethren by their 


T6426 


‘Oath of Supremacy had acknow- 
ledged was within lis Dominions 
{upreme in all‘Ecclefiafticall Cau- 
fes, he did by Proclamation de- 
clare again{t hit, and prohibie his 


Subjeétsthe taking of ic. 


This being the truth of the cafe , 


the Solemn League and Covenant 


to root out Prelacy, was finful both 


for matter and form; and there- © 


* 


call’'d to a free debate upon it; fo | 
that it was wnjuft, uncharitable, and 


fore not to be'ftood too, bur re- 
pentcd of. And the Conformifts ~ 


by abjuring the Covenant, as it 
bound men to fuch diforderly re- | 


formations , are fo far from abfol- 


ving the people from lawful endea- 
vours of Church-Reformation , or — 
juftifying them from perjury, 


they only teach them to pay a jutt 
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(ar) | 
debt of repentance, for a notorious 
breach of the fifth Commandment, 
and usjuft violation of former law- 


* ful Oaths, evils which they hap- 
~) pened to fall into in a hurry of 
times, by the erroneous Doétrines 
_ and bad Example of their Leaders, 
~ which may teach the people for 

the furure to ftudy to be quiet, and 
their own bufinefs and take 
heed who, how, and what they 
hear. 


7. And laftly, let the excellent 


- worth both for piety, parts, learn- 
_ ing, and zeal for holinefs of man 
~~ Conformifts be confidered, the dirt 
_ of this Argument cannor ftick on 
them : Bue when perfons through 
miftake or difcontent {eparate from 
Churchand Miniftry, they 
either make the Church and Miniftry 
_ vile, or their feparation will make 
_ them vile. Men love not to be 
thought to do evil. 


C2 Argu- 
| 


S 


4 
hg 


I. ‘He Brethren firft ‘conclude 
publick Minifters One 4 
and All guilty of horrible crimes 
without proofs andthenthatthem- 
felves fhiall partake with them in { 
their guilt, if they own them for © | 


Argument II. 


If we hold Communion with the § 
Publick Minifters, we fhall 
hold Communion with them 
in their publick Miunifterial 
fins : It is therefore aduty to 


Paftors. By fuch imaginations as 
paft, hath cheated the | ople 
of England, androb’d the 
chiefeft gifts of the Church. Upon 
this ground Robinfon, Cann, and the 
cet of the rigid Brewnifts , plucke 
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the Children of Church 


“from the breafts of their own Mo- 
‘Aber, and putthem to Nurfe in the 
Weparate Congregations, and ruin’d 
them, Read Mr, Baxtcrs Epiftle to 


the feparate Congregations. 


2, The publick profeffed Mini- 
Merial fins of the Publick Miniftry 


“that the Objector fpeaketh of, if 


there be any, are only fins of igno- 
rance, otherwife ic is not like fo 


worthy men fhould venture 


‘onthem : Or indeed were the pub- 
ick profeffions, which the Obje@or 
calleth fins, fo indeed, it is yon 


that fuch and fo many hundred pro- 
‘found judgments fhould not be con- 


vinced of theirfinfulnefs, But. 
Let that fall oue how it will, 


; 


> the ground of the Brethrens (epara- 
tion on that account is not good: 

‘ | for that holding communion with 
Minifters barely as Méiniffers of the 
Gofpel, (and the Common. people 
can be charged with no other) will 
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e 
| 


of his perfonal or Minifterial evils; @¢ 
-Orelfe the holy Prophets and peo- | 


‘Church-communion with the wick- | 


would Chrift have commanded his } 


fitting in Mofes Chair, of whomhe | 


laid, and did hot. 4 If | 


a 

< 
a 


not make people participate with | 


them of their Minifterial fins, Tis 


one thing to partake ofa Minifters 
gifts, and Chrifts Sacraments by his | q 
hand; another thing to communi-, th 


“cate of his fins) Again, one w 


thing to participate witha Minifter @r 
in the Miniftry of that which is fr 
good, another thing to participate in 
with him in the ofthat which 
is evil. Now I fay Gods people 

may partake of the Minifters Gifts, 4 
and Chrifts Sacraments by his hand, -€t 
without participation of the guilt th 


ple of old would never have held ¢ 
ed Priefts n their time ; neither j 


Difciples to communicate in the — 
gifts of the Scribes and Pharifees _ 


cold his Difciples at the fame time, : =) 
that they were wicked thar «do 
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If the brethren themfelves 
is ¢ould not partake of their own Mi- 
rs nifters minifterial gifts, without par- 
is Ricipating of their minilterial fins, 
ie. they had better never communicate 
1e Wich them at all, Oh! how 
‘¢ @nd how many were the minifterial 
is fins of the Paftors of divided parties, 
¢ Gn our late confulions upon uahin- 
h ging the Government; one 
le prayeth againft another as Schwfma- 
the other preacheth and 
@th againft them as Tyrams; a 
lt third party preacheth and prayedh 
; @gainft them both, as 
- an Minifters;a fourth party preach- 
{ eth, and prayeth,and writeth as 
- themall, asunder the fourth 1 
‘ignorant of the work of the day, 

Failing on Superiours. Should dhe 
‘poor people, by joyning in Church- 
communion with Paitors, become 
Puilcy of cheir minifterial fins theme 
they are fomeumes fo orcat amd 
fo many, that it would go near te 


jubbity 
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26). 
ftify the of all Ordinances, 
and all Minifters. ( 
5. And laftlys The Brethren that 

obje&, for che moft part, do not, 
f{crup'e to hold communion with 
publick Minifters in prayer and} 
preaching , which fure they would » 
not do, if they thought they fhould | 
partake with them of their mini- 
{terial fins thereby. And what 
reafon can be given, why Commu: ‘4 


nion in the Sacraments fhould make 
perfons partake of the minifterial P 
fins of the Adminiftrator, any more |; 
than communion with them i in pray- th 
-erand preaching ? 


the 


Argument 
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“Argument TIL 


Parifh Churches be fill’d 
ih + with Ufurpers, and the true 


ull Minifters thruft into Corners, 
‘ then” tis no fin to [eparate. 


Brethren Icarn of Mr. Anfw. 
Baxter, ‘The Church is 
kee rune faith he, to take many a Church- 
as a true Minifter to Them, 
re and receive the Ordinances from p. 13". 
y- ‘Shim in faith , and expcdation'of a 
blefling upon promife , who yet 
®before God is a finful Invader , 
fan Ufurper of the Miniltry , and 
€fhall be condemned for te. 
ij 2. But the prefent Parith Mini- 
Hers arc no Ufurpers. 
. To ufurp is to take poffeffion 
nt ¢ af a place, once belonging to ano- . 
ther, withowt or againft law. The 
Parith Minifters now do not take 
their 


3 


their places without or againft law@he 
and therefore ate no Ufurpers, 
truc and lawful poffeflors of rhellée 
places. 
3. What was that created tipo 
Brethrens right, thesr opinion 
pablick places in the Long Pag 
liament daycs, and otherdee 
bur fobjetion to the Laws ( fucwa 
as they were) then in being for thy 
¢> Now if obedience 
queftionable Laws then in bein® 
ferved them then co diftinguify, 
them from Ulurpers , furely by 
far hagher reafon, obedience to th 
undoubred Laws now will juftif® 
the rizht of prefenr publick Mim 
fiers, and diftinguifh them from U 
lurpers. 
When the Parliament pw’ 
down the Epifcopal Party, and fei ® 
up the Presbyterian and Inde’ 
pendent , the Brethren did not like” 
to be called Ufurpers , but the 
Pucopal Party did alwayes reckor® 
them: 
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(29) 
wehem fo , bet aufe they took them 
big come into other mens places noe 
heif@cally excluded , but mecrly by 
the power of force , withoue the 
thpower of right, 
on 5. When King Solomon thought 
d to put down Absathar, and 
enf@e up Zadoc in his room, Zadec 
ucWas no Ulurper. 


Argument IV. 

Nt is fin for Chriftians to be 
without Difcipline, and a more 
if profitable Miniftry, when they 
im” may have it. The Parifh Chur - 


| have a le/s profitable Mini- 
ftry. It is therefore no finto 


to content: themfelves with- 
out 


"ches are without difcipline,and 


T is indeed a fin for Chriftians Aniw. 


4 
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| 
| 
cn? 


out Difcipline, and the moft pred 


feparate fromthe Church, andg 


( 30) 


fitable Minittry, when they mi 
have it ina lawfal ways that is, by 
Prayers to God, humble Addrefli®! 
to Authority, faithful Performana 
of Duty, both to Minifters ws 
Church. members though it fhou 4 
alwayes be remembred, that 04 
Rod is not of the effence of the 
mily: It concerneth the well- bein” | 
but noc the being of tt. ah | 

| 


ther Churches out of the Paril % 
Churches, andforoferup Altar 
saintt Alrar rocome atit, this feen’y 
eth a moft unlawful courfe of fee # 
ing ic: this is todeferve perfonal di # 
cipline ones felf, for taking a b: P 
courfe to come at Church di‘ i 
pline upon others, 1. Becaufe @ 
to do evil that good may com] 
tucreof, 2. “Tis a practife whit: 
no Scripture Precept or Examp® 
countenanceth. The Scripture Chua 
ches;both and New, were 


12 
| 
ae 
} 
thy 
| 
Beak 
y, 


rievoully corrupted for want of 
Pilcipline bue the Prophets, Chrift, 


s bApoltles did all hold full communi- — be: 
ef with them notwithftanding, and Matth.13. 


ing Commanded others to do the like, 
a - Becaufe to feparate from the 
Church; 4s inthe nature of the thing 
fo deftroy the Church, and that 
Rectly, Building the Church, faith 
\Mr, Baxter, is but an orderly j joyn- Bart. Fp. 


tng of materials, what then is dif- \. 
joyning but pulling down? This 


rift a cure the Church by cutting 
throat, faith he, 
4. The. Judgments of the moft 
oe acarned | Divines are urterly againtt 
Separation for the want of dilci- 
bi pline. St. Asfin inveighing againtt 
the Donaritts: feparation upon the 
dame pretence , faith thus, The 
devices of feparation are vain and 
hurtful, and full ef facriledze,be- 
caule they are ungodly, and prond, 
wa 27d do much more trouble the 
# weak good ones, man they amend 
‘the 


pro, 


Cal 


| by de 
CRP AUR 


-Anabprifts of his time. Let 


Who ever he be, chat either by4 


(32) 
the ftour evil ones. i 

Calvin calleth che feparation of 9 
the Donatifts, becaufe the Bifhop | 
did neglect difcipline , An angodh 4 
Schifw; And to doe like che! 


Brethren confider this. ‘ He is free 4 
“and difcharged from curfe, 
St. duftin ; and Calvin from him 


rebuking amendeth what he can;4 
‘or what he cannot amend, exclus@ 


©deth , faving the band f 
What he cannot amend, faving theme 
“band of peace, he doth difallow@y, 


“withequity, and bear with 
St. Cyprian to the fame purpole.the 


a man. therefore mercifully Bat 


correc what he can, and what hei} 
‘cannot, let him patiently fuffer,thc 


“ and with love grieve and lament! 


To this purpofe Mr, Baxrerd. 
Proud men, faith he, will not growin 
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in the fame Field or Church where #4! Ep. 


Tares do grow, but will 


cranfplane themfelves, and remove Congres 
from the field, becaufe God will 


pluck up the Taress; efpe- 
Ccially if any minifecrial neglect of 
difctpline be conjoyned as 
commonly ft is; and of 
Sblaming t.eir own pride, they lay 
blame on the cotru ptuons of the 
2. I prove the Parith Churches 
not difcipline, whether 
heWe ref{pect the Power or. a@tual Ex- 
Wat cife of f difcipline. Tharthey have 
power of difcipline prove, 
From the Tide of Re Ror, which 
the Law wen to all Parfons of 
" Parithes ; From the Rubrick , 
heWhere rhe Minitter is not only au- 
but commanded ro keep 
fcandalous penfons from the Sa- 
Grament ofthe Lords Supper; And 
2. the Canon, where it aS Writ: 
$i, Ny Miniter in any wife, 
1) 


cro cme ice 
yarace . 


mit the holy Communion any 
| bis Care or Flock , which be opeakgn 
known to live in any notorious fingt 
without repentance wor any whki By 
malicioufly and openly contens 
i it ded with their Neighbour, until thot 
be reconciled, 4. Every 
rifh Church hath Wardens unde 
Oath, to prefent all {candalous fin gu 
ners, in order to punifhment fae 
| i their offences, 5. And laftly, Diam 


vers perfons, both Minifters 
thers, that have been proved {candi} 
lous, have {uffered cenfure, bothi 
and about London, and elfe-whenag* 
To fay nothing of the Excommuss9@ 
cation of Quakers, and othem@® 
whom the Brethren did alway 
judge worthy of cenfure. bp 
Some are of opinion, that thet f 
_ have been more proper acts of dig © 
cipline performed in the 
Churches, upon offenders, © 
the Reformation of theBifhops, F 
few years, than was in all the to 
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ajanuch as fhould be and might be, 
in af Officers and People did their du- 


Mf their abfence; though not. fo 


Ry. And the Brethren that com. 


Hain (hould confider how far them- 
befelves are acceflary to the want of 
Pa @ifcipline , by their withdrawing 


de brotherly affiftance ; for 


in @ifcipline mult begin at the People, 
fo Mr. Calamy heretofore to the 
Di) Bndependants that made this obje- 

di@ ‘ Befides, I cannot approve of the 


praGife of thofe, faith Mr, Bax- 


moter, that becaufe moft of the world 


pare naught, do therefore conclude — 


dogs and {wine, before that 


Bly admonifh them, or perhaps be- 
am fore ever they have known them, 


ig Or {poken with them ; and herc- 


i Upon will not communicate with 


ever they did faithfully and loving- 


them inthe Lords Supper, but f{e- B:xters 


pl parate into Congregations ; 
gu perfwade to no {uch wugodly fe- 
2 paration, 


Ip ft. to 
Saints 


R tt, 


4 
| 


faith, The Presbyterians then ha 
p re. fhewn their Government in Paper 


| 

paration, The that 

rate, negle& their duty in 
difcipline, and then feparate fromg 
the Church for want of difcipline, % 
36 Ifthe want of difcipline wil | 
juftifie feparation from the Parif ; 
~ Churches now, then tt would ju. 
{tific the feparation of the Ind 
pendants, and Brownifts in the Lon; 
Parliaments days: For Mr. Baxi’ 


Pato, 


so notin A@ions, That they generall 
had fettled in aconftant negle& 

 difcipline many years together 4 
That their practice, to let none pat | 
take of the Sacrament that refulom. 
tobe examined, atthe {ame tim i 
leaving them {tated Members ule 
cenfured , was rather to gathi® 
Churches oui of Churches, than ti 
execute any proper a@ of difciplint: 
or to this effet, &c,with much mony 
to the fame purpote, 


Let the Brethren take notice 
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he way, what a deep fenfe of evil 
Wr. Baxter bad of gathering Chur- 
Thes out of the Parifh Churches - 


Pind let not the Brechren chink it a 


matter to juttifie all the fepa- 
if Pations from the Parifh Churches in 
, eir days, againft which they fo 


Biightily exclaimed heretofore. Is 


a light matter co harden’ all the 
"Bc&s in England that have fepa- 
Fated from the Church. 
Again, With what fincerity can. 


“ fhe Brethren pretend the wane of 
“Cilcipline to juftitie feparation 
From the Parifh Churches, that for 
ol any years together fettled in a 
negle& of ire 
4. And laftly, Whereas ir is aid, 
he feparating Minifters are the 
‘more profitable, and the more live- 
“Wy Minifters, 
aafwer, I will not deny but that. 
M™Jome , yea many of the Miuifters, 
4 hat are now laid afide, while they 
had their minifterial tanding in the 
Ds 


+ 
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Parifh Churches, and Catholick 
Communion, were profitable ; but 
the beft of them not more profi- 
table than many ‘that now take their 
places in the publick Eftablifhment, 
if fo profitable. Comparifons we 
fay areodiou. 


blies to the, Parif~hChurches, they 
“may continue zealous, bat they fhall 


ceafe to be profitable astothe great 
ends of a Gofpel Miniftry. 
Mr. Baxser velleth the Separatifts 


‘Congre- 
H gations. quent ufe in, the fepatate Affem- 
blics: shank thee, OGed, nat 


Lean. 


cannot be denied,and can never 


fed, for the admonition of al! Mini- 
and others, thar the fame per- 


4 


But let chem however be never 
fo.profitable, if they once become 
Paftors of ftated oppofite Afflem- } 


piftic to fromthe Parifh Churches, That the 
Separate ~=Dharifees Liturgy, ts of too fre- 


if a6 other men are, nor ap this Pub- 
enough be remembred and difcour- 


fons, | 
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| fons, and that in great numbers, that 


_, Rocks and Shelves th 
,  theyfplicupon. . 


_ while they kept the publick Com- 
-munion, notwithftanding all the 
pretended defe&s of the Parifh 
Churches , they have been known 
to grow in all the fruits of the {pi- 
it, mentioned Gal, 5, Faith, Love, 
Foy, Peace, Humility, Meekne(s, O- 
bedience. But after their departure 
from the Cartholick Communion , 
that they might live in the Com- 
munion of a purer Church, they 


been known to grow as faftin 


the fruits of the flefh; namely, Va- ’ 

tiance, Hatred, Emulation, Wrath, 
Strife, Seditions, Herefies ; and ma- 
ny have fallen to horrible unclean- 


nefs. The Independants heretofore Apologe- 
tellus, chey were caution’d againft 


Brownilm, by the obfervation of the 
ey obferved 


‘We have the fame reafon to be- © 
ware of all Separations from the Pa- 
rifh Churches of gland whatfo- 


tical Nar- 


> 


Mr. having taken. { pecial 


notice of the {trange 


— Judgments of God that hath fol-. 


‘jawed perfons that have parated 


trom the Parifh Churches , for a 


purer Communion, writ ao ‘excel- 
lent Epiftle to the feparate Con- 
gregations , wherein he life up his 
voice like a Trumpet to awaken 


~ them, and convince them of their 


evil way: which Jet all the new Se- 
paratilts read, apd tremble. 


Basie The Hand of God ts apparenily 


pile 
feparace 


“gone out again(t your wayes of 
‘feparation you fee you do but 
tn. © prepare perfons for a further ,pro- 
grefs, Seekers, Ranters, Quakers 

©andtoo many fled Infidels do. 
“fpring up fram among{t you, as if 

“this were your journies end, and_ 
“the perfection of your revole, 
Again, * By fuch fearful deferti- 


‘ons did God formerly witnefs his: 


deteltation of thofe that with’ row 
from the Unit y of the Cuurenm, 


| 
| 


eth bimfelf moft peftilent errors 
—andwicked dotages, 


Calvin {peaking of men that 


~ break in funder the bond of Charch 
Unity , which he reckoneth. all to 
dothat feparate frony a Church that 
hath the Word and Sacraments 5 No 
Saithhe, efcapeth the due pu. 


nifhment of his divorce : He bewitch- 


And thar we have found a in 


Caloine 
1. 4. 
P- 339- 


England , aswell as.Calvin and o- 


thers obferved it in othe r Countgics. 


that for the beft Minifters and 


| Peoples to agree to break the Unity 


the Church, for a purer and live- 


lier Communion, is the way ta be- 


the worlt Minilters and Pco- 


yea, No Minifters, No Chri- 


-© Oh! how dangerous and how 
deadly a tempration 4s it, faich 
‘vin, Whenic doth bue enter into 
Sour ‘heart to depare from. that 
Congre gation wherein are feen 


‘the tignes and tokens by which the 
Lord 


Ca'vins | 
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Lord thought fit to defcribe his 
Church, Let us beware, faith he, 


of fe wicked a difagreement, — 


J 


Argument V. 


If there be ‘in one City or Coun- 
try fome lawful PaStors, that 


mect 17. Houfes with cheir 


Flocks, and [ome that meet in — 
Temples, he is the Schifmatick 


that meeteth not with the firft 


im Floufes, being of bis Charges 
and he is the Schifmatick that © 


mecteth not with the other in 
Temples, being of bis Charge ; 
therefore to fy , all muft come 


tothe Temples, or all muft not, — 
are both Schifmatical Affer- 


tions, 


This 

. 


in 


U4) 


His {tandeth 
‘ upon a {andy rotten foun- 
dation, namely , thae all Perfons, 
Minifters and People, norwirhftand- 
ing the Laws tothecontrary , may 
__ knot in Church-commanion as they 
2 pleafe, Whereas it dependeth up- 
~ onthe Nurfe-father of the Church 
if to govern the’ Paftors, to bound and 
fixthe particular Church-commu- 
of ‘al Chriftians in his Domi- 
, tions, being a part of his work an 
the bufinefs of fhe Lord. A King of 
f thetrue Religion, ts noronly a King 
his Subje&s as Men, but as Ohri- 
ftians though Be/larameme fay the 
, to advance the 
;  Truft to do his that all 
_ things concerning the Worthip of 
Godand Religion may be decent- 1 Cer: 14? 
_ ly, and orderly performed by his +> 
Chriftian Subje&ts and char the 
_ | whole Affair of Religion may be 
ie managed 


managed to the higheft advantage { 
for the glory of God, the honour 
of Religion , and the edification of 


Souls, Kings are commanded to 
keep all the Law of God, toferve 


God, tokifs the Son. This being 


{poken to Kings, not as Men, for 
{o it would concern them then rio 
more than other-men, but as Kings: 
It followeth {ome royal act is re- 
qu:rcd of them, proper to them as 
Kings. Therein do Kings, as they 
are commanded by God, ferve God, 
as Kings, ifin their Dominions they 


command things good, and forbid 


evils not only in ref{pedé of humane 
fociety, but the worthip of God al- 
fo , faith Se, Awftin. And this is 
that Royal nurfing the Church, 


which by the Prophet God hath 
promifed, faith Grosiue in his Right 


of the Higheft Power. | Oe, 
In order hereto, the King purteth 


the whole Nation into parts, asthe 
General of an Army puttcth his 


Souldiers ; 
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Souldiers ; buildeth , or caufeth to 
be buile publick Temples for each 
\ pare to meet at for the Worthip of 


; for the performance of the Offices 
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God: Appointeth approved Paftors 


of Religion toeach parts Encou- 


_ rageth the Univerfittes, and all pub- 
lick Schools of Learning; Fixecli 
maintenance for the Miniftry 
_ maketh Laws to bind all the Chri- 
 ftians inhabiting in each part ordina-— 
_ rily to tend upon the Word and 
_ Sacraments, adminiftred by rhe Pa- 
 ftors there fixed, to avoid confu- 
fion, and to punifh all fuch, as di- 
_ fturbers of the peace and common 
Order, that fhall nor obey. 


By which means, if Paftors, and 


_ other Church-Officers and People 
did their duty, not one Chriftian 
_ in the Kingdom but would come 
_ under inf{pection, except in fuch 
_ Parithes which are grown too nu- | 


merous, and indeed-calleth for re- 


| 

5 

3 
is 
Gifying, 


Whereas, iffuch particularcare 


were not taken,.i¢ cannorrationally 
be imagined, how one Thirdofthe 


Nation fhould come under any © 
Church care at all, or fo much as © 


hear the Cofpel truly taught. 


If the whole were not put into ~ 
parts under particular Officers, the ~ 
multitude would be in confufion: If © 
they had not publick Temples to © 
meet at, the parts would be ara — 
ots for publick Meeting-places : If 
Univerfities to breed andfitmen ~ 


_ forthe Miniftry, Popery would o- 


ver-run us for want of learned men ~ 
to defend the Truth; If Paftors — 
were not approved by men Ortho- © 
dox, Hell would furnith the Church ~ 
with Hereticks and falfe Prophets, © 
inftead of true Paftors : If Main- | 


tenance for Minifters were not fix- 


ed, Minilters would be difcoura- 


ged; for many would rather have 


no Minifters, than be at the charge | 
aws to 
bind 
| ; 


of matotaining them, If no L 
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bind Chriftians to frequent the Pub- 


a lick Ordinances, and keep their Sea- 


4 tions, multitudes would indulge © 
| themfelves in idlenefs and {chifm, 


which the Laws are a curb to. 


where ts the man living 
that can tella better way to provide 


_ |) for the honour of Religion, and the 
| falvation of a great Nation of Chri- 
| ftian fouls, where there are fo ma- 


ny millions to be lookt after Nei- 


© ther in all this doth the King any 
thing butina juft purfuie of hisRe- 
gal Trufts for that he pur forth no 


 A& in Holy Things, bur only about 


; | Holy Things: No inward A& pure- 
ly Ecclefiaftical, but ourward pure- 


3 ly Political , though abour Ecclefi- 
aftical objedts, fuch as Febo- 


| fophas , Hezekiah, and others of 


the Kings of Ifrael did. Which 
Presbyterians do all allow to the 
Befides all this, the Baptifmal 
Covenant bindeth all that enter in- 
to 


? 
J 
7 


i. 


Rom. ro it, to obey Authority Making 


5 


Laws for the general guod 5 for 


that it. bindeth men to all Gol pe 
duties, as Circumcifion bound the : 


Ifraclites to the Lawof Mofes, 
How then can the Prethren ima- 


gine.arelation between Paftor and 


People , contrary to the Law ; as 


uf particulars of a Community, 
mally engaged to walk regularly, 


mig!t break and tranfgre(s all pub- 
lick Orders, and be blamele(s. 


The Law appointeth fuch an ap- 


proved Yaftor to perform the Oih- 
ces of Religion to fuch a Company 
of Ci riftians, in fucha Parith. The 
Law appointeth all thofe perfons 


—toownand attend fuch an one for 
their Pattor, call lawful Governors 


find caufe to remove him. ‘[hat 
(“ohabiration hath an aptitude in tt 
for conftant and ordinary Church- 
communion, agreeth to common 


tcnfe, andis according to Scripture © f 
example, Particular Churches took 


their 


Om am 
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their Name and Relation from Co- 
habitation in Scripture times : The 


_ Chriftians dwelling at Corinth, E- 
phefus, and Colofs, take the name of 
the Church of Corinth, the Church 
of Epbefws, and the Church of Co- 
befs. Andin great Cities of Chri- 
ftians, where the multitude is fo 
great asin London , that there isa 
 neceffiry of putting the whole into 
parts, “tis highly reafonable for the 

common good, that the Neighbour- 

of each part thould concur to- 
gether in Church-communion, be- 
ccaufe being near one another, they 
_areinthe better capacity to perform 
the dury of brethren to one another; 

-fothatr the Law, Right Reafon, and 
the Word of God, hath joyned the 


_Parith Minilters and People toge- 


4 


_ Whoever then fhall go about to 
{natch away the People from the 


publick Minifter authorifed by Law 
k in this Nation ( where we have a 
fixed 


bred Ecclehaftical Eftate) aad ga. 
thee the People to himfel!, co wait 


ua bis Miniftry as a Paftor, fear he 
will prove the Schifmatick, for that 


he breaketh the Union of the 
‘Church caufelefly, and worketh 


confufion in the Church of God, 


‘ lever approveda peaceable Con- 


“formift before a turbulence Non- 
*conformift; faith Mr. Baxter. 


Agaiu, ‘ Above all be followers of : 


“peace and umty He chat is nota 


‘ Son of peace is nota Son of God, © 


differ from my brethren in many 
“things of ¢ontiderable. moment ; 


‘ fturb the peace of the Church, and 
“feparate from my brethren, | 
thould fear | thould prove a fires 


‘brand in He!l, for being a fire. 


brandin the Church. I charge you, 


it thould zealoufly prefs my 
“judgment on others, fo as to di- 


‘ 


fadtious Church-rending courfe 
‘that you forfake me, afd follow 


( 

‘if God dhould give me upto any ] 


‘me nota ftep, 
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Argument VI. 
Nature teacheth to hold Perfonal 
Communion with thofe Chur- 
ches which have all Gods Or- 
dinances, and the pureft (om- 
munion , and the moft ‘lively 
Miniftry, not medling with o- 


i ther men. 


Ature alfo teacheth not to 
| hure a Community for a 
private Convenience 3 to prefer a 


before the whole,ts not natura! 


Forafiuch as the parts cannot be 
conferved but in the whole, ‘tis bue 
reafonable that paris quit their parti- 


- cular Inclinations to be ruled by the 


Inclination of the whole, The light of 
Natute iteacheeh, That the general 
ood of Confociations is to be pre- 


t'd before the particular 
J 2 0) 
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of particular Perfons, or particular — 


Contoctations. 


2, Nature teacheth all loving, 
dutiful, and ‘grateful Children, not 


to forfake and leave their Mother | 


when fhe is fick or poor, if they 


m2y keep with her without fin 3 but 
onthe contrary to labour to enrich 
Mr, Cala- and heal her. The way tocure the 


mon at. 


© Churches, faith Mr. Calamy, is not 


*to feparate from them, but to con- 


tinue with them,and by living with 
16649. 
Frit. co Sthem, ‘ By other fins men pull 


down the Church confequentially, 


*them,to labour to enrich and heal © 


‘ but by feparation they doitdire@ 


“ly, faich Mr. Baxter: Andthatby 


gathering Churches into diftingé 
‘ Bodies in Oppofition , they cut the 


4 


throat oftheChurch; And furely | 


thar is againft nature. If any one 
thould obje&; yes, but the new 
Separatifts do not gather Churches 


] 


out of the Parifh Churches, in oppo! 
fition to them. To this I anfwer ? 


1D 


ij 
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inthe words of Mr, Baxter : Build- 

‘ing is putting maerials together ; 
what then is disjoyning but pul- 
Jing down ? That practice then that 
- pulleth down the Parith Churches, 


ever thé parties intend: But to ga- 
— ther Churches out of the Parith 
~ Churches is to pull them down, 
therefore a practice in perfec 
 oppofitiontothem. 


— hurt of the publick fpeaketh the fad 
Jofs of Catholick Principles and Af- 


Principles, then Catholick Affea&i- 
~ ons,and then fall to uncatholick Pra- 
finking into felf. But ’tisbe- 
low the fpirie and pra@ife of a ge- 
_ nerous Chriftian to look at his ows Phil. +. 4. 
ne things only, The Apoftle fought not 
_ his own profic, but the profitof ma- 1 Cor. 10. 
vet) «DY that they might be faved : He *3° 


_ their edifigation: And ’tis his exprefs 


(53) 


is done in oppofition to them, what 


3. Separation to the apparent 


feGtions. Firft men lofe Catholick . 


pleafed nor himfelf, but all men for 


E 3 precept 
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precept to the whole Church ; Lee _ 
Cor se, 90 man feek his own things, bute- 


24 very man anothersweal, 
Obje#, Bur the cafe ofthe Parith Chur- 
By ches ts not al! alike. 


Anfw. Tis erue, they are not all alike, 
in all refpe@s; in fome the Minis 
shi {terial gitts are more excellent , in | 
| as tothe Jawfulnefs of Communi- 
onwith them, and the unlawfulnefs — 
an of feparation from them. For that 
At every Parifh Church, where anap- | 
proved Minifter isfixed, is atrue . 
 vifible Church, to which Chrift 
{| hath promifed his prefence : There 
| ts all that is effential toa true vifi- 
a ble Church, that is plain, becaufe | 
there is both matter and form of {uch . 
Church, 1. There is the Mat- 
i tcr : for thereisa company of vi- © 
i fible Saints, that is, a company of | 
Profeffors of faving faith in Chrift, 
by the Baptifmal Covenant fepara- | 
tated for God, and dedicated ro 
him ; 


. 
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him; and fo rake the name of Satres 
as the primitive Churches did. 
2, Theres the and that 
congregating themfelves toget 
ina flated to worfhip Gon 
‘in Chrift, To cal! upon his Name, 
hear his Word, To partake of 
his Sacraments, Neither is any fin- 
_ ful ching impofed as a condition of 
_Lay.communion , tn the judg ment 
of the Brethren themfelves. Now 
nothing more is requiredto deno- 
/ minate a true Church, with which 
_communton may be held withou: 
‘tin. | 
“Every Congregation, faith Caf- 7 - 
_Svin,that pretendeth rhe name of the 


‘Church mutt be thus tried as with 2 


. “Touchftone , if ic have in it the 

_ * Word and Sacraments, the Order | 
_ “appointed by the Lord, it will not 
“deceive uss let us boldly yield ir 
| “thehonour due unto the Church. 
Inanother place, * There ts nor 
—Sadoubrful, nor a deceitful face of 


pet. ub. he 


t 
n 


©a Church, where the Word and 
“Sacraments go, reverently heard, 


‘and purely adminiftred, Chrift go. 
‘eth along with them; for his pro- 


mife cannot deceive, Matth.18.20, 


Calv 
lib. 4. 
©. 34). 


‘And thefe can be no where in a_ 


“fixed ftayed ftarc, bue they mutt 
‘bring forth fruit. Thus far He. 


‘The Parith Churches being one — 
‘and all of thischara@er, they are 


‘fuch Churches from which a godly 


“man may not feparatc, where the 


© Word and Sacraments arc , faith 
Calvin, Again, Sucha Church is 


“miniftration of Do@trine and Sace 


“never to be caft off though it {warm 
“full of many other faules; yea 
‘fome faultinefs creep into the Adz 


© raments. 


It muft needsthen beagrievous fin | 
to feparate from the pooreft Parifh 
Church in England ; nay the more 
grievous, andthe greater isthe fin | 
of a godly able Member to feparate — 
from fuch a Church, than from ft 
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one more perfect , becaufe there ts 


the moft need of the brotherly affi- 


ftance of abler brethren, If that part 
~ of the Church where tic lot of more 
perfons arc caft, happen to be 
uncamely by the weak g gifts of the 


Minifter, the ignorance and defe&s 


_ of the Members, let fuch Brethren 
hearken ro the ‘Apottle upon the. 
uncomely parts. We beftow more 
~ abundant honour , alluding to the 
_ natural Body and Marks, that there 
_ may be no Schifm jn the Body, And 
let me add, 


Should an honeft and zealous 


knowing Chriftian, whofe lor by 


providence. becometh catt 


into. the Communion of a poor 


of he Paftors and Brethren, 
apply 


25. 


weak Churchs fay thould he 
_ inthe fear of God, pial love of the 
_ Church, and poor Brethren,in ftead, 
_ of feparating fromthe Church, hold 
the clofer communion with 
Church, and confidering the true 


apply himfelf to them for the gene- j 


ral good, endeavouring to prefer 
the common intereft, by all manner 
of holy prudent and fitting apple a 


cations, he thall undoubredly 


comfort in it at death more than | 


they that feparate: For they totheir 
power have pulled down the © 
Church for their private conven — 
ence ; the other denied his owncom 


) 
4 


venience to fupport the Church. 
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As we condemn not all the P arifh 
Churches befide when Wwe are 
but in one of them, fo we con- — 

demn none of them abjolutely, 
when we are in none of them, 
elfe the Parifh (harches fine 
fully condann the and 
Dutch. 


Parith Churches in feveral 
| placesycoch not amount to condem- 
ming one another, no more than fe- 

_ veral Companies of an united Army 
quartering in {everal places doth, 
becaufe though they meet in feve-_ 
. _ ral places, they all mect as parts of 
another in the fame communi- 
‘ Jon, parted only for the better ac- 
of the whole. But Se- 


He bare fimple meeting of Anja, 


ti 


( 60) 


paratifts, that gather Churches out * 


ofthe Parifth Churches inco difting 


Congregations, under a un- 
difcovered Government ; {uch meet - 


as parts in the Communion of 
the whole, but as parties cut off 


from the Communion of tle whole, - 
and in oppofttion to the whole: 


For which there being no fufficient — 
-caufe, they do .moft finfully con-— 
demn their Brethren, and ftand 
— inthe condigion of a Troop or Com- 


pany in an Army, that in difcontent 


have withdrawn themfelves from 
the main Body, refolving to ftand 


upon their own defence, refufing 10 
give and take influences from che 
whole. Now look the ftate 


of fucha Troop or Company would 


be in the judgment of the Army, — 


the (ame muft (uch Affemblies be in 
‘the judgment of the Church. 
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| | 
7 
| 
| Ar U 
/ 
j 
. 


ag have no Authoritative Go- 
} vernment over them atall, orelfe 
that they ongbs co have none ; but 
every Paftor and 


- bey : but they may not 


nor aegrade them. 


(61) 
The Temples and publick Main- 


tenance are in the Magiftrates 
band, and he may give them 
to whom he will : And if be 
difpoffefs the lawful Paftors 
of them, they are bound to oe 


take themjelves difcharg ed of 

their Paftoral Office in rela- 
tion to their Flocks. Magi- 

[trates ordain not Minifters, 


Argument fuppofeth 
the Parifh Paftors & Chur- 


Con- 
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Congregation throughout all Eng. 

Jand thould ftand independent, both 
which fuppofittons are very falfe. 
Thor ina Chriftian Nation, where 

the King ts of a crue Religion, and 


where there is near ten “thouland | 
if particular Paltors and Congrega- 
tions; to fay that thefe by divine 
right thould a// {tand independent 
without fome {uperiour power to 
| govern the whole , is againft the 4 
light of nature, and common fenfe; 
for where ever Multitude is , there 
is confufion , unlefs that Multitude 
by virtue of order be broughr toan I 
Unity, It cannot be otherwife, 
We thac plurality not united toge- 
ber by the bond of Union, 
to divifion, and from divifion 
iH co contention, and from contention‘ 
‘to confufion, as we found by expe-_ P 
rience upon unhinging the Govern 
ment by bifhops, and the lofsofour 


. Since the Reftoration of the © 
Kings : 


it 


i> 


_ Law again, and are under Govera- 
» ment. And ifthe Brethren have ta- 


d 
d 


sas ow tw we CH 


King,and the Bithops,the Parith Pa- 
{tors and Churches become fixed by 


ken the Oath of Supremacy , they 
have owned the King to be itupreme 


_ Governor of all Perfons and Caufes 
inhis Dominions both Eccleftaftical 
Civil. Now except the Bre- 
-thren chink the bounding particulac 
‘Congregations, and ordering the 
-Paftors, to be no Ecclefiaftical 
~Caufes They are both under the 
goverment aad ordering of the 


King, and determined by the Laws; 


- and particular Paftors and Congre- 
gationscannot claim Independency 


without fin, i 


The King hath made the Bithops 


Governors under himfelf of allthe 


particular Paftors and Parith Chur- 
ches in England, as any one may 


fee that readeth the Book of Ca- Bok «: 


nons, wherein the King ratifieth and 


cojoyneth this Canon with the reft 3 Canon. 


Thae 


] 

Archbifhops and Bifhops, &c. 
a 


in their places , yet their Paftoral 
relation to their Flocks ftandeth 


felves lawlefs perfons. 


That Excommunication ipfo fate 
pronounced againft the man that~ 


depraveth the Government by 


Now how fhould the Brethren 


contigue lawful Paftors to particular 
Flocks in the Chureh of England, 


contrary to the publick Laws of — 
Superiours >» The Law faith allln- ‘ 
cumbents that perform not 
conditions thall ceafe to be Parith t 
Pattors : Thereupon others become — 

placed in their room. The Brethren at 
fay, though they do not perform — 
thofe conditions, and Others be put « 


till. Now Iask how this can be, 
except che Brethren reckon them.» 


Object, Why but though they are 
no lawful Pafors before the Church | 
of England, and in the eye of the” P 
Law, yet they are before God. 

Anfw. 1, If they are no lawful 
Paltors 


(94) 

uy 


 Paftors before the Church, atid 
in the eye of the Law, they can- 


not be lawful Paftors of their 

particular Flocks before God,be- 
, caufe for the fafety and common. 
weal of the Church, God hath 
committed the power of govern- 
“ing both Paftors and Flocks to 
_ the Nurfe-father of the Charch 
(whom the Brethren ‘ufe to ftile 


placing , difplacing , depofing 
fufpending , and removing Pa- 
_ftors, ashe fhall find caufe, with- 
Or Againft the Peoples or Pa- 
ftors minds: Otherwife, an end 
, fhall be propounded him ; thatis, 
preferve the Churches Purity, 
Peace, and Unity, but the necef-. 

-fary means fhall be denied him: 


re 
4, One whereof, is to have the 
we) Power of placing, difplacing , 


tranfplanting, or temporary fu- 
| {pending Minifters 5 for chat 


that purpofe the power of Pre{b. 


(63) 
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Min 


and People are walling to it, but — 


him the of his 
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(ometimes they prove (canda- 


Jous, fomerimes heretical, fome- 


times feditious, (ometimes im: 


proved for publick 
In allwhich cafes, it is plainly — 


wg! for the common good, 


thac Paftors. be removed, but ’tis 
not always found that Paftors 


the contrary: That popular eledti- 


on is not abfolutely neceflary 
to the relation of Paftor and ; 
and Flock (though in fome cafes: 

convenient) is the declared judg- 
ments of the Yondon Minifters 

as well as others ; for which they f 

give ftrong | Reafons, Fus Divin 

Ang lic. Pp, 132, 

Objed?. But if it be faid further, £ 

Magiltratesdo not Ordain 

fers, nor them. 

dafw. 1. “Tis one thing: fori. 

to degrade a Mini}, 

fter , another thing to prohibit! a 


hee 
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(67) 
his Dominions. This faith Mr. Bax- 


2. Solomon did not ordain <Abja- 
thar, but he depofed him and fet 


up Zadoc in his room.And Mr. Bax- 


ter faith hy Ic Was Solomon , (‘om- 


‘ David, and other Kings of J/rae/ mov- 
‘and Judah did take down and 
‘fec up Priefts, and order the Of- 

‘ ficers of the houfe of God. The 

care of the Church is fo com- )°° of 


Canons, 


mitted to Kings, in the Scrip- i«4.. 
ture, that they are commended, 


when the Church goeth the right - 
‘and taxed, when it run- 
_neth amifs: And therefore her 
Government belongeth.in chief 


unto Kings; for otherwife, one 


> man would be commended for 


anothers care, and taxed for an- 


others megligence, The old 
conformifts therefore. being fi- 
lenced, ‘did acquiefce therein, 

and being,, objected againft, by 
the Brownitts for fo doing, they 


F 2 juft- 
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oriwill at leaft pretend 
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Shepherds legally qualified, chey 


juftifiethemfelves by this Argu- 
ment, ‘If aguiltlefs perfon put — 
out of his charg by theChurches 
‘Authority, may yet continue in 


what proceedings can there 


‘be againft guilty perfons , who 
‘in their own conceit are always 


‘fo to be, féeing they alfo will © 


‘be alwaysready to objet again 
“the Churches judgement, that 


they are calied of God, and 


‘therefore will not give over 
‘their Miniftry ac the will of 
‘man, Mr. Ruthband, page qt. 
Upon the whole then, it ap- 
peareth- a vain Plea of the Bree 
thren, that after their particular 
Flocks are by publick Governors 
and the Laws difpofed to other | 


fhould yer ftile themfelves, The. 
_ Legal Paftors, and call the pre: 
fent Incumbents Ufurpers. Asif 
Captain when his Commiffion 
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- is taken from him, by the Ge- 
~~ neral, and his Company transfer- 
s ed tothe Conduét of another, 
n  fhould yet affirm he was Cap- 
¢ tain, amd the Company his Com- 
o pany: Should any” difcontented 
Officer in an Army plead thus, 
d and make a party upon it, and 
| difturb the peace of the Army, it 
ft would be very fcandalous, There 
is the fame reafon it fhould be fo 
din the Church. 
+ Object. But what, are Magi- 
yf ftrates to be obeyed abfolutely, 
in point of Paffors, Church and 
fo, then in Spain, 
» France, Italy, and all over the 
 dafw, Nodoube the power of 
_ the Magiftrare in point of Pa- 
y . ftors, Church and Worfhip, is 
_ limited by God; And therefore 
.. if King Solomon when he put — 
down Abisthar, had fet up aPrieft 
n Of Bagi in his room, and com- 
-manded 
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manded the people to own him |g 
for the Prieft of the true God, he © 
ought not to have been obeyed : 
‘Bue fince he fet up Zadoc in 
yoom, a true Prieft of the fame 


Religion, he ought to be obeyed, 
becaufe he did ‘but change the 
Officer, not the Religion. 

Magiftrates may drive 


us on to our duties in Religion, © 
but not from our duties: There- | 
fore if he command true ordain+ 
ed Minifters ‘not to preach, or | 
people not to hear them, or not 


to perform their duty to them; 


Whether it be better to obey God o7 
judge. 
Truth of Ordination 


Alone, Will not continue a title 


toa publick {trtion inthe Mini- 
Rtry tw all cafes. Abiathar was 
truly ordained a Prieft, but yet 
the Brethren grant it was law- : 
ful for Solimhep to depofe him. 
{f true “ordained Minifters 
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‘after their Ordination, by Scan- 
ial, Herefie or Schifin, threaten 


“the ‘Church sthey are to be avoid- 
$ “ed by Divine Law: As by private 


y publick perfons, ina publick *’ 
e capacity, for the common fafety 


in a private capacity, 16, 


of che Church, Grosiw telleth us, Gretion 


e © The right of removing a certain | 


eht ot 
hig h- 


a « perfon or perfons from the Mie ci pow. 
- niltry of a certain place, ought 


toremain in the higheft 
tf power: Nor only may he do 
this by way of punithment, buc 
: © by way of caution too ; and un- 
a the higheft power could do 
this, the were 
‘not fufficient to fecure it felf. 
Fora Non.conforming Mini- 
then, though traly ordained, 
to undertake to preach in this 
- Nation contrary to Law, and 


draw people to hear him contrary 


to Law, fome think fo far from 
} being any point of obedience to 


F4 . God, 


4 


7 


God,thac it maketh both Minifler \ cc 
and people guilty of greaterevils L 
than I amwillingtomention. 
*Tis true, if a Jewifh or Hea: 
Magiftrate, being of a falfe 
Religion , command an Apoftle | 
of the true Religion,not to preach 
any morein Chrifts name: then 
to difobey man would be to obey — 
which was the cafe of the c 
Apoftle Peter, who though he ft 
could work miracles to vaftife his 
divine Commiffion,yet the 
cil of the Jews forbad him to ¢ 
{peak any more inChriftsname: 
Towhom he faith, whether it be tl 
better to obey Goa OY men juage 
Buc this is far from our Bree 
—threns cafes; and therefore this 
Text isimpertinently urged. 
Becaufe our Non-conformitts 
can plead no extraordinary Call) 
to tne Miniftry, AS Peter could: 
— They can work no Miracles to |! 
saftifie their Commiffion as Peter 
could 
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On the other hand, 
}Law-makers, the. King and Par- 
liament, are no Jews, as that 
was to whom the Apo- 
Peter {pake thofe words, But 
on the contrar 

1 With us the e Supreme Magi- 
ftrate is a Chriffian: And inftead 
i jof forbidding perfons to preachin 
Chrifts name, asthe Jewith Magi- 
ftrates did, he filleth che publick 
Temples with Paftors or Preach. 
ers in Chrifts name: And quite 
) contrary to the Jews, commandeth 
; themto preach in his name, and 
‘the people to hear them upon 

certain penaltiesif they neglect ; 
and for of Churc 
State, forbiddeth private Con- 
_ventions for worlhip: As the. 
a Church of Scotland was ever wont. 
todo. Thisis our cafe. Now for 
| Minifters and people, as this cafe 
is, to walk crofs to publick Au- 
ony and man, I fear 
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( 74) 
is to difobey God, who hath faid, | 
Let every foul be to the 
power. 


IX. 


Magift rates would appoint 
Phyficians for our 
bodies, when we can chufe bet- A 
ter for our felves, we love our " 
lives too well , to think we 
fhould obey them : : But the 2! 
Magiftrate bath lefs power * 
to deprive us of : the choice f © 
own beft Soul Phy ficians, 
than of our Body Phyficians, | 
for that the danger of deathis 
lefs terrible, than the danger 
of 


Ie T he 4 


t 3 
4 
| 
| 
~ 
4 
4 
é 
§ 
a d 
f 
/ 


+ °& wellas others,have given 
‘divers good Reafons , why in 
; er cafes, people are not to be 
trufted'’ with che choice of their 
mMinifters, hit 


_apon the furious proceedings of 
ry unpeaceable fpiriced men this 
,, daft thirty years, thae it is far 
_ better for Religion, and the fafe- 
T ty of the people, to enjoy a 


peaceable fpiriced Minifter , 


though of weaker gifts ; than a 


» London Minifters , as 


Anfw. 


Fus divi. 
Minijt. 
1326 


2, Some think, by reflecting 


eurbulent, though of never fo 


‘cellent gifts, for that peace to 
of h h h 

athe Church is as life to the 
+) The moft Learned Lord Bacon, 
is #peaking of peace in the Church, 
en the benefits of it to thofe 


within the Church, faith, *Ie 
containeth infinite bleffings, ic 


cftablitheth faith, it kindleth 


© charity, 


Lord Ba- 
(07; Ef. 
lays, p. 


2 
¢ | | 
2. 
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~©“Manners. 


‘charity. The outward peace ¢, 
Sof the Church, diftillech ¢ 


‘peace of confcience, and it turn. <, 


“eth the labours of writing and « 
‘reading of Controverfies , into 
©Treatiles of Mortification and ¢f, 


©Devotion. Bu: fpeaking of dif- 
union, he faith, worfe for 


“the Church, than corruption of “ 

3. Ifthe higheft power for 
fons of ftate, fhould appoint cho << 
fen and Approved Phyficians.to: « 
any place, who can refufe them! « 
Grotew telleth us, ‘Though na 
“turally men chufe Teachers for <; 
“their children , and give them w 
Guardians fick perfons make cc 
“ule of what Phyfician they 
“pleafe; yet in many places, ‘1 
©“Guardianfhip is appointed by 
*Law, or the will of the Magi 
“ftrate; Phyficians and School: 
“Mafters are conftituted by pub 


“lick Order, with Interdi@tion o 


others 
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¢* others from the pradtice of thofe 
< faculties. Andhe faith, this 
‘right is competent to the high- 
€ eft power. And as for the ap- 
0 pointing of Paftors, he faith 
¢ thus, ‘That fometimes chere 
F-*may be juft caufes why the 
*higheft Power fhould challenge 
“to its felf the ele@ion of Pa- 


ftors. No wife man will deny.Many 
*Reafons heurgeth, p.215. For 
-» Soften errours. introduced into power. 


0: ‘the Church of God, againft the 
‘© Word of God,cannot be rooted 
* © out by other means.Often there 
is no other way to avoid Schifm: 
1 with.more to fame purpofe, and 
€ concludeth , The manner of 
y ‘election of Paftors to be of the 
» ©number of thofe things that are 
J not fpecially determined by 
' © Law Divine: And that accord- 
‘ingly in ancient time , the 
y Church fomtime proceeded one 
and fometime another 


‘ 
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Chrift, which is the power 


‘way, according to thedifferen’ 
‘ftate and condition of the) 4 
‘Church, This he theweth at 
‘large; and chat this alfo was 
‘the judgement of Beza,p.tg5, 

4. If the Doctrine preachedin © 
the pooreft Parifh Church in 4 
England, be humbly heard and © 
embraced, thoogh preached bya 


weak Minifter, there can be no 


danger of damnation, becaufe |: 


the doctrine of the Gofpel of S 


God to Salvation. And the ve. ~ 
ry fame for fabftance which the 
Brethren preach in private 
they preach truth:) And ifany | 
preach contrary thereto, fuch are 
no Minift.rs allowed by Autho = ‘ 
a 

5. The few godly names in the — 


Church of Sararys did not only 


i keep themfelves in the love ol ‘ 


Rev 


God, butina flate of much pu 


rity, Evenunder adead Miniftry. 
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For that though he had 

4 name to live, was dead. Sal- 

at Vation then is not in‘dangerun- 

aS by der a weak, {o it be a true Mi- 

_ niftcy, unlefs ic be the peoples 

1 own faule : And fo it will be un- 

» der the moft lively Miniftry in 

theworld, but higher edification 

, Only which inconvenience by 

diligent prayer, reading the ho- 
ly Scriptures, efpecially Chrifts 

Sermon onthe Mount,with other 
Books, godly Conference 
and good works, may be re- 

deemed. 

6. The natural Itch in common. 
people to quarrel with Superiors, 

Paftors and others, with- 

. drawing their due obedience, 
hath been of very fad confe- 

quence in England. ‘1 think, 
‘faith Mr. Baxter, till we have Mr. Baxr, 
‘better taught even our godly 
Crandony 
‘people, what credit and obedi- p.3;. 
, ‘ence is due to their Teachers 
a and 


' 


are a proud perfon, 


(80) x 
Sand Spiritual Guides 
¢ Churches of England thall ne 
‘ver have peace, or any good or” 
‘eftablifh'd order: We are bro 
“ken for want of the knowledge | 
‘of this cruth, till chis be known, 
Swe fhall never be well bound up i 
‘and healed, 
In another place, ¢ Art thou : 
ready to cenfure the Do@trine of 
thy Teachers, the actions of thy 
Rulers, and the perfons of thy” 
Brethren , beyond doubt thoal 


feized on thy heart, there is too) 
much Hell in thee to have any) 
acquaintance as Heaven, It is 


his invention and 


mory, may furnith his rongue 
with humble and heavenly Ox" 
preffions, butin his fpirie, chert! 


more than there 
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neW Separatifts do not 
rate from the P arifh Churches 
upon the fame terms that fome 
others do, vit. as being no 
true Churches of Chrift, ha- 
ping no true Minjlry nor 
true Wor hip, with which com- 
May. law/ully be held’: 
But the Presbyterians fepar 
rate to enjoy a better Mint. 
© firy, Difcipline , and a purer 
Communion, and will fome- 
times hold Communion with 
othe Parifh Churches, whee 
sig | they can have no better: fo 
chat their Separation | us but 
like removing from one Pa- 


hed 


\ 
4 


UCU 


ay 
¥ 


-nion, under/one and the fame , 


Be) 
rifts Church to another: “Ta” 
fetting wp Alcar againft 
‘Altar. 


Schifon of the 
prethyen Vieth ia matter 

of faci, That they cautlefly and T 

cruelly divide the Church, let 

the terms upon whicn they doit 


$ 
be they, wall. jo 

‘to remove from one y, 
burch another Parith 


Church, wasnever called Sepa 
ration, noréver counted blame” % 
Ww orthy , becaufe all the Parifh tc 
Churches in Exgland are in ont 


and the tame common Commu 


Government’ and Difcipline , 
meeting in iparts for neceffity hh. 
fake, and by, publick order: Soy 
that by fuch’ removing from ont) 
Parith Church to another, there mn 


ublick Order broke. ‘There: 


i 
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sis no affront offered to Autho- 


} rity: But togather Churches out 


of the Parifh Churches eftablifly'd 


by Law, into diftiné& Congrega- 
tions, under a diftineé Govern- 


* “ment, contrary to the publick 
t Laws, this is downright ay 
d tion: This is plainly to fet up 


t Altar againft Alcar, in the Lan- 


it guage of Mr. Baxter in his Book 

of Reft: Such Difunton and Separa- 
Ae vation as this, he faith, utterly in- 
solerable , becanfe it cutteth the 
Church into fbreds : It direttly de- 
nt ynolilbeth and pulleth down the 


th Church. Butlaing, faith he, # bye 


nt an orderly joyning the materials. 


oi hat then is disjoyning , but pulling 
gown? and to do thus, to cure 
the Charch by cutting her throat, as 
Dath been noted before. 
2. Thefe new Separatilts, by 
their feparation upon thefe terms, 
mike their Schifin (in fome re- 
#pects) more criminal, and lefs 


excufable, 


\ 


Buaxters 
the Refk. 


excufable, both before God and 


man, than the worft Sect that 


ever feparated from the Parifh} 
Churches: Becaufe the Brown-! 
iftsand Anabaptifts have always) 
pleaded for the juftification off 
their Separation from the Parith| 
Churches , that our Churches, 


Miniftry and Worthip were falfe, 
yea Antichriftian ; and therefore 
they could net hold Communion 
with the Parifh Churches with- 
out fin. Now though they are 
abufed by their wild and mad 
conceits, yet their erronious con: 


{ciences makes their Schifm 
criminal before God, than the 
new Presbyterian Schifm 
caufe though they believe the 
Parith Churches true Churches) 


the Miniftry,a true Miniftry, che 
Worthip true W orfhip,and there. 
fore fiich as they may not only 
lawfully hold Communion with 


but that fometimes they ought 
{0 
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(35) 
do it: Yet prefume to gather 
Churches out of them into di- | 
ftinét Congregations; and that | 
© afcer themfelves have toldus in 
their Divine Right of Presbyte- 
ry (with truch enough) That £0 Preface 
gather Churches out of Churches, the 

| ivine 
‘meaning the Parith Charches of Right of 
practife without all Church- 
‘Scripture prefident, contrary to Apo- 
folcal Precept: The fcattering of the 
OR Churches, the Mother of Confufton, 
The Daushter of Schifm, amd the 
Stepmother of Edification, 
¢ We believe the truth of this} 
Propofition now, and that ie 
fhinech with its own light, and 
thac it is ucterly impoffible ever 
to thew one Scripture Preceptor 
Prefident, where the beft mem- 
bers have feparated from a true 

Church (though corrupt in many 
things) into a Congrega- 

tion, to become a new Churclrof 

themfelves,mere/y for amore 
11, 


| 


ty Mimifiry, Difcipline , and purer 
a Communion. Sure am, the pious’ 
and zealous people of the cor- 
Churches of the New Tefta-" 
ment did not do thus. In the | 3; 
Church of Sardis there was but) ¢ 
a few living names; the Mie” ¢ 
y 
4 


~nifter and the generality of the” 
people was dead. But what, do! 
we find thefe few living names) 
-feparating from the dead Angel, |) « 
| _and dead part of the Church,) « 
for a2 more pure more lively) 
communion No fuch matter: 
1 Neither did the Lord Jefus in his® 
Letter from Heaven to thefe few | 
living names, give them any fuch | 
Precept: He praifes the few li- | 
ving names,that they kept them- © 
felves pure in the communion of © 
a bad, undifciplin’d Church ; but 
did not command them to fepa- | 
rate from the reft, into a diftina 
body, for a purer communion 
amongftthemfelves: Yethe al 
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( 87) 
wifdom to disccét them. 


Brownilts and Separaésfts 


2, Conkider that the mofk 
eid 


‘That from 2 eruve Church, to 


ther wanted love to them, mor | 


themfelves, have declaimed 
garnft Separation from fuch a 
Church, upon fuch grounds 2s 
you infift on, Robmfor faith thus, 


ki 


‘remaining,feparation from tuch p. - 


‘a Church 15 intolerable for any 
‘corruptions whatloever : A 


“wicked Schifim it is, faith he. 


4- Whereas you gather the 
beft people out of the Parifh 


Churches , into diftina& Con- 


pregations, for a better, and 
purer communien fake, confi- 
der, this practife is the effect of 
finful felf-lowe. that would pro- 
vide well for it felf, though ne- 
ver fo much to the detr:ment of 


of the publick, Mr. Edwards faid 


from Mr Cartwright, the white 


Devil was in this pretence. “Tis 
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(88) 
true, that where there is in any | i 
Nation an Army of a hundred @n 
thoufand men; for Or twenty y 
Captains to aathe rallthe valiant, p 
diligent, skilful Souldiers 
of the Army! into or twenty 
Troops or (Companics : This) fl 
would make ten or twenty ex Je 
cellent Troops or Companies , ac 
and no doubt would be very @ 1: 
pleafant to:ithe Captains and 
Souldiers fo. related, Bue whatl 
mifchief, by this means, would | fe 
be done to ‘the whole Army ¢ G 
Were it not every way better for | C 
the whole Army, that the beft@ 
Souldiers fhowld be (cattered 
throughout the Army, fome in@ p 
-every Troop and Company, for t 
the giving good example, and 
‘fpiriting and provoking the reft g 
to their duty, Confider this well, 
and -apply this fimilitude to 
your Separation from the Parith § 
Churches, the reafon being evi- 9 


dently 
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Bdently the fame, wid you can. 
but accept convicion’, thae 
your Separauion you thould 
S perfitt in it, would endanger the 
of many cthoutand ” fouls, 
wrong the great interelt of Chai: 
ftian Religion in the Nation, and 
extre mely hazard the Proteftant 


caufe, Remember the Church 
is compared to an Army with 


Banners. 


4. Confider how unlike this 


felfith practife is, to the 


CiCHCYOUS Catholick {piri of 


Chrift and-his Apoitles: Scrip- 
ture telleth ns sthac Chrift,though 
lie was rich, he made ‘himfelf 
} poor, that we throngh his pover- 
#tv might be made rich. You 
Fon the contrary, to accommo- 


date vour felves, care not who 


nor how many you make poor, 


I meanin fpiritual comfort. 
Again, compare your praétife 


thefe Scriptures of the 


Apoftle 


+ 
t 
| 


Apoftle Pan! , and you will be] 
 afhamed of it: Look not every man 
on bis orn things, but every on 
alfe. Let no man feek 
avon things, but every man anothers” 
weal, I feek not my own profit , 
the profit of many, that they meay be 
faved : Upon the uncomely partr) 
we beftow the more abundant 
pour, that there may be no [chilm ial) 
C 


the body, but that the whole body may) 
the fame care one for another.) 
Brethren, to reconcile your pra-)) 
with thefe Scriptures, youy 
find a hard rask, except you!) 
miftaken when you faid, Toy 
gather Churches out of our Pa) 
rifh Churches, was the Mother! 
confufion: If Separation 
the Mother of confufion, God is” 
not the Author of it: For | God) 
is the God of order, not of con-|) 2 
Andif it be the Morher® ™ 
of confufion, how can you rn T 
ceed in fuch 


Objet.) 
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(91) 
Ubfes#. Tf you fhall fay, as fome 
§ do, We hold with the feparate 


,8 people of the Presbyterian per- 
fwafion, to prevent their running 
into other Sects, ac laft to 


kerifm. 
Aafw. 1. Inthe mean time you 
y) commit a grofs fin, che fin of 
> Schifm, by breaking the union 
ge of the Church without fufficienc 
caufe; and that tocome at an 
) ancertain good, contrary to the 
rule, Rom. 3.8. | 
«“Separation is the way to 
uy) Make Quakers, as our experi- 
ence hath proved, rather than a 
You grieve and wrong the 
legal Minifter, by fcattering his 
is) flock, undermining his reputati- 


4) on with the people, wea kning his 
Maintenance , as well as the 
Maintenance of al] Parith officers: 
x) This was your complaint hereto- 
againft theIndependents. 
Ave 4. You 


\ 
4 


-comply with morc, 
with them in their fin of Separa- | 
tion, than you can do them) 
good. 1. By tacitly confenting to 
their needlefs fcruples , which 


C92) 


You wrong the pears 


y Joy ning 


you know tobe fo, and thereby!) 
become acceflary to the weak-§ 


nefs of their confciences , and 
fuperftition that followeth upon 


it. 2. You trainup the people® 
to a diflike of publick Authority 


your and fo feed 


humour of breaking the Fifth? 


Commandment, and teach the 
young man to lift up himfelfy 
above the Ancient, and the vile! 
above the Honorable; as they 
have moft fhamefully done for! 
thirty years laft paft. 3. 
train them upin fpiritual pride, 


juftifying themfelves that t 


are righteous, and 
others. 


BY 


d 


4 
| 
| 
i 
i, 
id 

’ ; 

‘ 
7 
rj | 
a7 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 


(93) 
. By this practife you harden 


mall the Sects in their way, and 
all hopes of any fettled 
> Government, even in your own 
way, defperate, 


¢. This feparation tendeth to 


Atheifm,inftead of Reformation: 
Z people feeing fo many new un- 
ah 


eard of ways in Religion, and 


to the people, Lo here is Chrift ; 


7. To deter you from fepara- 


» ting from the Parifh Churches, 


to come at a purer communion, 
jet me put you in mind of a con- 
fiderable faying of Mr. Baxters 
to the old Separatifts, ‘Tt is very 
‘remarkable, faith he, that it is 
“a pretence of our impurity, and 


‘2 greater purity with you, that 


‘is pleaded by thofe that firft 
‘turnover to you, And that this 


height 


all the feveral parties crying out 


Thoufands of the people con- 
clude, there is nothing certain 
in Religion, and neglecé all. 


Baxter, 
to 
Separat. 
Congr, 
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(94) 
sheight of all Impieties , faith 
‘he, fhould be the ufual iffue| 


‘of a way pretended fo 


-tand clean; doubtlefs it is none} 
~£of Gods mind by this to difcou- | 


‘rage any from purity and true 
©Reformation, but to fhew his 


©deteftation of fpiritual 


‘pride, which maketh men have 
‘too high thoughts of them- 
‘felves, and roo much to 
others, and to defire to be 
‘further feparated from them, 
God in) the day of grace 


‘doth allow of. Confider thisy 


“°*tis the judgement of fome, that | 


©thoufands are gone to Heli, 


ten thoufands upon their march | 


thither, that in all probability 
“had never come there, if they | 
“had not beentempted from the 


© Parifh Churches, for the enjoys. 


"mene of communion in a purer 
© Church. 
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Argument Xt. 


iw ‘Parifh burches now, are 


not as they Were in the 
when Presbyterians cryed ont 


gathering Churches out of 


them: Therefore their fayings 
to the Separatiftsthen, ought — 
not to be reflected on, and 


—arged againft their 


now . for thefereafons, t. Be- 


caufe the Parifh Churches 


then, impofed nothing upcn 


the Minifter or people contras 


ry tothe word of God, now 
they do. 2. Becanfe the 


Parifh ( wurches then were 
reformable, now they have co- 
venanted againft Reformatie 
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2; The Par ifh 
then bad proper Pafiors, that 
had the power of the keys of 


Government , not Jo 


4. Becaufe in the Parifh 


(Churches now, the Presbyte- 
rian Miniflers are forbidden} 


to preach . and the people to 
have the Sacrament, or their 
children to be baptized, un- 
lefs they will fay and do [uch 


things as they dare not do, 
for fear of Gods di/pleafure, 


The Parifh (Churches then 
drove none fuch away from 
Mins and 


Infinuation 
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(97) 
Infinuation I. 
of ‘Tis infinuated, the Parifh Churches 


im Presbyterian days, impofed no- 
he thing contrary to the Word of 


God,either upon Minifter or people, 

but now they do, 

1, He Parith Churches can- p/w, 
7 5 not juitly be charged with 


impofing any thing at all, either | 
upon Minifter or people, much lefs | 
impofing any thing contrary tothe © 
Word of God ; becaufe they ftand 
p,m in the capacity of Subjedts, nor Le- 
gillators, 
2.WH AT isit thatis impoled 
Fuffy uponthe Perth CHURCH 
MEMBERS, contrary to the 
Word of God: there is not any 
one thing inftancedin, and it isju- 
dged impoffible for any one to prove tence of 
one [uch thing. Mr. Baxter com- 
municateth with fome of the Pa- loves 


Churches, both in the Word, 
Prayer and Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper ; and telleth us, that divers 
‘Learned Nonconformift Minifters | 
in 1663, at a Conference con-| 
cluded it lawful fo todo : Which} 
they would never havedone, if they: 
had thought any thing impofed on| 
private perfons contrary to the? 
Word of God. 


3. Now concerning the P_ARIJSH 
MINISTERS , what 1s impofed on 
them contrary to the Word of 
God, the ObjeGor doth not inftance} 

inanyone thing. The Conforming 
Minifters themfelves think no fuch! 
thing of the Impofitions upon them; 
if they did, in charity we are bound! 
to believe they would never con 
form to them, knowing multitude 
of them as tender confcienced as any, 
by their general courfe of Jife. 
4. Let it be ferioufly confidered, 
in the, fear of God, whether they 
Parifh Minifters and Churches ing 
1643, 


( | 
) 
ae 
Bie 
’ 
i = 
rt 
> 
| 
por 
+ 
nt 
- 
| 
| 
a 
‘ 
mie 
jf 


taking the Scotch Covenantto 
rootout tht Governmenteftablifh- 
ed by Law, confirmed by many Acts 

of Parliament, and contrary to the 

Kings publick Declaration of his 

hi diflike of it, and prohibition of his 

yi, Subjects to rake it: Whether did 

ni not this ad, render che {tare of the 

Parith Minifters and Churches, 
more obnoxioustoexception, asto 

the point of commusion with them, 

than any thing canbe urgedagainit 

the Parifh Churches and Minifters 

now, hat live ia charity among 

themfelves and in obedience to their 

Governors and Laws,efpecially con- 

fidering multitudes of the Parith 

Minifters themfelves, thar ventured 

upon this dangerous Oath,were firft 

under the Oathof Allegiance to the 
King, the Oathof Supremacy, and — 
~@ the Oath of Canonical obedience 

ede to the Bishops. 
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Infinuation II, 


The Parifh Churches in Presbyterian | 


dayes were reformable in that | 
wherin they needed Reformation, 
Bus now they bave covenanted & 


gainft Reformation, 
Anfo. Rue, the Parifh Churches | 


then wanted Reformation, 


but never like to be reformed in the 


Presbyterian way tothe end of the 


world, 1. Becaufe the Indepen- 


dents, men of great fame and inte- 
reft, allimanner of wayes obftru@ed 
it, 2. Becaufe Presbyterian Exa- 


mination by a new fort of Church- 
Officers, called Lay Elders, before 
receiving the Lords Supper , was 
intolerable to the people, 3. Be- 
caufe the Parliament would never 
be brought to grant the Presbyteries 
that power which they thought ne- 
ceflary to go through with the 
work: For which reafons the work 

never 


OParliam., 
Declar. 
April 17. 
81646. 


| 
4 
¢ 6 
@.-. 
Pe, 
f 
2 
we 
‘ 
be 
te ¢ 
{ 
i 
¥ 

f xz 
miss % 
4 
hy 
4 4 
He 
| f 
ff 


(tor) 


never proceeded to any purpofe, 


nor never like to proceed to the end 
ofthe world. Sothatin a hurry the 
old Government was pulled down, 


and none ever after like to be fet up 


inthe room of it, but every man 
left to do what is right in his own 
eyes. So that as King Fames his — 


Aphorifm proved true, No Bifhop 


no King fothis allo, No Bifhop in 


England,so national Church Govern- 


ment in England, 
2. Whereas it is infinuated that 


the Parifh Churches have covenan- 


ted againft Reformation , and not 
to fay when and wherein, is un- 
doubtedly to infinuare hard things 
againft the Parifh Churches, 


upon very hard terms, They know 
nofuchthing. 


3, We know no Covenant a- 


gainft Reformation that ever was 
propounded by the Churches, much 
Iefs taken tothem., The people of 
the Parifh Churches are under no 
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| (102) 
other Covenant now than th¢y were. 


‘in Presbyterian dayes, that any body 


knoweth of. 
4. Tistrue, the Miniffersin the 
Long Parliament dayes, having been 


{fo unhappy, as by Sermons in thé 


the Pulpits, and Speeches ar Guila- 


hall, to have. too great hand 


in the wars; and having bound 
themfelves by an oath to perfevere 
in their endeavours to root out Pre- 


acy, which the prefent Parliament 


haththought fittoreftore, and the 
King alfo totake an Oath at his Co- 
ronation to maintain, as his Ances 
ftors had done before him - The 


King and Parliament {ince their Re- 


ftoration, have not thoughe fie to 
admit any man into the Publick Mt- 
niftry, wichour firft givieg fecurt- 
ty for his keeping the peace both 
in the Church and State for the fu- 
ture , that we may have no more 
fuch bloody wars, neither Ecclefi- 
aftical nor Civil, This is the erue 

meaning 
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venant only againft Schi{m,Sedition, 


(103) 
meaning of allthe Minifters cove- 
nanting thac now enter into the 
Miniftry , and the only occafion of 
all the extraordinary Impofitions 
upon 

Nowinmy humble opinion,the 
Jate Publick Minifters inftead of 
quarrelling with Superiors for thefe 
new Impofitions, fhould rather 
quarrel with themfelves, for giving 
fogreat and fo juft an occafton for 
them: Aad if they would agree to 
publifh their Rerra@ations and Re- 
pentances , as Mr, Baxser hath gi- Baxters 
venthem an Example, there would ‘ccond ad- 


be little need of continuing thefe 
fetrers any longer. faw. 


Now as for the prefient Parifh Mi- 5" 5’: 
nifters , in whatthey do when they 
enter the Miniftry; they are fo far 
from thinking they covenant azaintt 
Reformation,that they think they co- | 


& Rebellion. Buc whether they think 
right, or whether they chink wrong, 
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(104), 
what is this to the poor Pariflil . 
Churches? do the Parifh Curches 
deferve to be demolifht, and cut ix 
to threds for this, which bad fervier 
_feparation doth them; as Mr, Bax. 
ter and the London Minifters , and 
the reafon of the thing celleth us, © 


Infinuation IIT. 


The Paftors of the Parifh Churches 
dn the Presbyterian dayes had sh 
Power of the Keys of Government: 
‘Tis not fo mow: They were trut 
Churches, and did own themfelvts 


He Parifh Churches were® 
then, no doubr, true 
ches ; andfo they are now as well 
as then. They didown themfelves 
fuch then, and fo they do now; 
and will be owned by all Proteftants 
for {uch, except Brownifts and Ana-| 
baptifts, Herein there is no diffes 
rence 
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(hi at all between the Parifh 


® Churches then and now. Mr. Bax- 


ser himfelf ownceth the Parith 
Churches new for true Churches, 
by holding full Communion with 
them, and exhorting others to do 
fo too; and for their encourage- 


ment iafinuateth the terms of 


Communion to Lay perfons to be 
more acceptable sew than in the © 
dayes of former Bifhops; and 
therefore in his judgment there can 
be no fuch difference in the ftate of | 
the Parifh Churches then and now, 
as to juftify feparation from them. 
Obje. Bue the Paftors in the 
Presbyterian dayes had the power 
of the Keys of Governments : not fo 
Anfw 1, This cannot be truly 
faid of the Paftors of the Parith 
Churches, That they have no power 
of the Keys. The Law calleth them 


Re&ors:; and ia Ordination the 


Keys are committed to them. And by 
the 
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erue fpiritual Governmeut over the 


Every Parifh Minifter participa 


Church in the world, The’ Parihhi th 

Churches have pars regens, andi cl 

pars fubdita, fo can no Indeper§ k 

dent Church fay, becaufe: of their p 

popular Government , 


(106) 


the Rubrick and Canons every Pa-lict 
rifh Paftor ‘is commanded to ule» 
the Keys of Government , by fut. 
pending f{candalous perfons fromj 
the Lords Supper ; fo that they fia iff 
theydo not govern : Yea 
the Parifh Paftor dor) cxereileal 


Flock, as the Captain doth in fight} 
when he goeth before his Souldiers 
and leadeth them on and off. Hej 


u 


-governeth them by a Pattoral Go-fpf 


5, 
ceth of the three Offices of Chrift, 
Kingly , Priefily, and Prophetical;@a 


vernment while he guideth themth 
Wodrine, Prayer, and Sacraments. 


every Parifh Church és a 
Political Society: That which can-§ a 
not be faid of any Independent p 
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th them: rather take the name of 
Bamps than Bodies. 

And though every Minitter par- 
Bcipate of “the three Offices of 
ifMChrift, the exercife may be fodi-. 
tributed among the Pattors ina 
xed Eccleftaftici! ftate, thar one 
all do more of rhe Teaching part, 

nother more of the Ruling part, 

pon grounds of prudence , “atthe 
uling partis not wholly taken our 
of their hands, ‘This is the cafe of 
ur Parifh Paftors; and the truth 
s, the Law for carrying the rug- 
ged part of difcipline out of the 
hands of the particular Paftor, into 
a Court eftablifhed by Law for thar 


a degrading of the Paftor of one 
part of his Office, bur a regulating 
them rather for the general ‘cood i in 


keth off a load of envy from the 


particular Paftor, which otherwife 


would Him, if he fhould 


th have | 


purpofe, ought not to be reckoned 


the execution of their Office : 


| 
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have the fole management of fo di. 
ftaftful a work. 

2. Ifit be well confidered, you 

may perhaps conclude, that the par: 

ticular Paftors have as much power 

of the Keys of Government as is for} 

the general good : That particular) 

Paftors (hould have a@ power to 

prive members of choice {piritua 

priviledges, without controul if they 

do amifs, were Tyranny rather thay 

Government, Calvin concludeti 

thus; ‘I never thought ic ufeful 

© faith he, to commit the power {a 

Excommunication to every Pattor 

° for it is an odiows thing, and an ex 

ample not to be approved, ang 

Lizetum. © which would foon flip into Ty@,, 

ranny- | | 

Difcipline, faith Mr, Her/e, 

liable to contempt, needs the hel 

Majefly, Authority , Reveren 

“co make it terrible as an Arm 

_“ with Banners. Now the poverty ¢ 

 Purfe, Parts, and Youth of the great 
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di ft part of Parith Paftors , to fay 
othing of the unruly paffions, and 
prejudices, that private per- 
a Tons are fubje& too on the one hand, 
the age, ftubbornne/s, wealth,ho- 
our, learning and parts of many of 
Rhe people , who yet deferve difct- 
line, on the other hand, make dif- 
ipline with honour and fuccefs ut- 
merly impracticable by moft parti- 
ular Paltors in fagland, ’Tis 
Mherefore remarkable chat when the 
rethren had gor tlie Keys by vio- 
lence our of the hands of the Bifhops 
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"ans nor Independents knew what to 
do with them, burto lay them by 
VGthem; theyhave either cotally neg- 
lected coufe them, which was ge- 
mnerally the cafe of almoft all the 

Presbytertans in England, or elfe 
Bfallen under the temptations of 
throwing them into the Body of the 
common people, which all Congre- 


cational men do. 


4: 


into their own, neither Presbyteri- 


2 
- 
| 


Baxter, 
Retorined 
Vattar. 


R: fo md 
alt r, p. 


“and leave it as a part of your Epq 


-telleth them the people had feei 
their Government in Paper, but 


(410). 

4 Tocome clofeghen; If the 
rifh Pattors in Presbyterians days halle, 
the Keys of Government, what weg 
the Churches then rhe better, if they 
rever ufed them? they generallj 
fetrled inthe negleé of them, an 
not only fo, but argued againgt the 
ufe of them (at chac rime) as if af 
things contidered it were better 
ler them alone, wich Mr. 
lamentably complaineth of ang 
{harp!y reproveth in thefe words# 
‘Will you wait tll you are dead 


‘raph to pofterity,that you fo deep 
“ly engaged, and contended for thal 
“which you fo abhorred to thi 
“death , that you would never 
* brought co the practice of it? He 


in Adttons; that they had hearg 
them talk much of Gevernment, bul 
had never {een the thing : and ask 
eth Lis brethren whether they cal 
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(112) 
‘Piichink that the people will be fatisf- 
died with the empty found of the word 
HURCH GOVERNMENT? 
hefabundance more to thiseffe@. 
‘al ie be thus, the Parifh Chur- 
them were in no berter condt- 
t this re{pect then ours now 
fo good neither : And iffepa-— 
ration by gathering Churches out 
of them were a fin then, ‘tis fo now. 
Wa And here by the way, let the Bre- 
dsM@thren think, 1. VVhat work they 
have made for Repentance and Re- 
ftitution, that rafhiy {wore co root 
epmout their lawful Governors the Bi- 
thops, and did ir, both in refpectof 
@their dignities and properties, to 
 bicome at Difcipline 3 And when they 
had done, were forced to feed the 
people with two words, Government 
dm and Difcéplingg; but could not let 
ary them fee the thing, becaufe in truth, 
they foundic impraAticab!e in Eng- 
‘and. in the Presbyterian way,which 
the Epifcopal party was always 


~ 


Cure. 


-Difcipline ; becaule upon tryal it 
hath once already proveda deceit: 


_pline, are far more unlike t0 ufe dif: 


they fo neglected it becaul 


Baxter lately hath told us plainly, 
That the people of the new Separe 


Paftors, they fo much rule their 
ftors, that many of them have bees 
_ torced to forfake their own judge 
ments, to comply with the viole 


wont tofay. 2. The Brethren, inf 
all reafon and good confcience, 


ought to accept of afober Admo 
nition, to refrain their prefent pra’ 
&ife of gathering Churches out of} 
the Parifh. Churches, to come a} 


ful'pretence. 
5. Our new Separatifts from the 
Parifh Churches for wantof difai 


cipline N 0 W, than ever they were, 
then they were not und r hatchesas 


now, Their maintenance then wai 
not precarious as now. And Mbp) 


tion, inftead of being ruled by the 


What liklihood then is there of ex 
‘ercifing 
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(113) 
ercifing difcipliné,upon fuch ahead- 
ftrongunruly 

6. Andlaftly, let the Brethren 
weigh, what one of the moft 
Learned Presbyterians hath faid, 
and they will never feparate up- | 
on this account : 

If the higher powers will not nae! 
admit of fuch a form,this may fa- of theRe- 
tisfie the Subjects confcience,that ligion of 
Ecclefiaftical Government is ne- 
ceffarily more direéted and order- 
ed in the exercife thereof, by the 
determination of the Civil Ma- 
pirate in places where the true 
| Religion is. maintained , chan 
Bwhere perfecuted: They thac 

have received the power, muft 
§ anfwer to God forit: They thac 
are er from it, fhall ne- 
ee ver anfwer for that of which they 
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T The Presbyterian are fare} 


bidden to preach, and the people t| 
have the Sacraments, or\ their\ 
children tobe baptized, unlefs the, 
will fay and do fuch things as thy) 
dare not de, for of i[pleafing 
God : But in the Prebsyteriap 

days y the Parifh Churches ther 
none [uch from ini 
firy and Communion. 


“He Parith Churches 
not own themfelves 


“ftand Independent, and to havel 


the power of making Laws for 
Minifter and people within them: 
felves: They therefore bid no 
forbid any thing relating eithe 
to Minifter or people , “bur ac. 
cording to the dire@tion of th 
Law-civers. 
The plain truth is this , the 
Presby 
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Presbyterian Minrters not ac- 
cepting the terms of the publick 
Eftablithmenc , become filenced 
by the 2 Aw's, not the People of 


the Partthh Churches, who are 


forry at their Hearts , that the | 


Minifters ever gave the Supreme 


Authority caufe to make fuch fe- 


vere Laws, and many of them 
are forry that ever there were 
any fuch Laws made. 
2. Though the Presbyterian 
Minifters are noc thre, the fame. 


Gofpel 4s preached there by 


others; no Papifts, but Prore- 


fants of the fame Chriftian 


Faith and Religion,and approved 


by Authority. 


3. Asfaftas any of the Pres. 


byterians become convinced of 
the lawfulnefs of fubmitting to 


the publick Laws, and defire 


imployment in the Church, they 


dreembracedyas many havedonc, 
and fome of them of rhe moft — 
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(136) 
Learned, Pious and Judicious 
amongftthem. 

Le f any remain unfatisfied, | 
and b 


y that means unimployed, |}. 


it therefore follow, that ’tis | 
lawful to cut the Church into} 
fhreds by Separation, and demo- | 
lifhit, as Mr. Baxter faith Sepa- 

gation doth? 
5s. The old Nonconformifts 
complain’d bitterly of fome of 
their company in their days, that 
having leap’d out of the Surplice, 
they could not keep them from 
leaping out of the Church too, 
by feparation into diftiné& Con- 
eregations, 
But the moft fober of them 
did diftinguith between bare non- 
conformity.to every thingidone in 
the Parithes,and gathering Chur- 
ches out of them into diftiné 
Congregations, undera difting 
Government, They were as great 
enemies to this practife as any; 
as 


4 L 
3 
E 
rey 
| 
i 
| 
pe 
; 
ok 
A | 
4 | 
j 
| 
| 
j 
/ 7% 


(117) 


as appeareth by their writings Mr. Rath. - 


againft the old Separatifts : They 
diftinguifh between Separation Js 


1) the Church, by purging its; and © 
} Separation From the Church, by 
departing from ic. 


6. Whereas ’tis faid , In the 
Presbyterian days,the Parifh Churches 
drove none [uch away from Minifiry 


band, 


to Barrow 


and Coxemunion , that through fear 


of difpleafing God, durft not conform 


to the way of the Parifb Churches, — 


To this itis anfwered, 
1. The Parifh Churches then 


fet up Lay-Elders, concluded them 
Church Officers by divine Law ; 
fuffered no man fo receive the 


Lords Supper, that would not be 
examined by thems; which drove 
people from the Sacrament, that 
they never received ic all their 


life after. And Mr. Baxter faith, 
Setting upLay-Elders was a piece 


of Superftition.. 
2, Suppofe the Parifh Churches 
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(318) 
drove none away, the governing. 
power did then drive many ex-. 
cellent Minifters and Scholars, 
both out of their Miniftry and, | 
Livings too, by Sequeftrations,: | 
and into Goals and Prifons, to | 
che ucter ruine of choufands, for | 
not taking the Scotch Covenant, 
and fuch like obligations, which 
they could no more do. with a 
good confcience, than cut their 
neighbours throat, 3. The Inde- 
pendents on the other handy 
durft not conform to the Presby- 
terian way, for fear of difplea- 
fing God, that’s plain, in that 
they reckon their own way to be 
Faure Divine: But for alithae, the 
Presbyterians did not think it fit 
to gratifie their erronious con 
fciences fo far, asto fuffer them 
to gather Chirches out of the 
Parith Churchcs, into diftrna 
Congregations, if they -could 
have got power to hinder. it. 


—They§ 


ai 
4 
| 
ite 
‘ 
a 
4 
Dy 
ay 
3 
f | 
| 


and writ againft it; ‘ 


(119) 
They did what they could 
hinder ir, they fafted, prayed, 


‘dency a great Schifm, faith 
Mr. Cawdrey: They Romonftrate 


and petition the Parliament a- 


againft it: They preach Sermon 


after Sermon to the Parliament, 
crying qutof it, and shirfted for 


power to fupprefs it. , 


’Tiswell known, the moft 


“folid of the Presbyterians are for 


are for a governing Church over sinifier. 


the Natiogal Church way ; 


all the particular Churches and Avglic. 


Jivine 


Minifters, and as much for order , 


izhr of 


and uniformity to publick Eccle- of Pres- 
fiaftical Laws, as any, and as Y'<'Y: 


fevere upon the point of order, 


and far more, than ever the Bi- 


fhops were. The Presbyterians 


by principle, are fo Far from faf- 


fering Diffenters from their Pa- 
rith Churches,to gatherChurches 
out of them, into diftiné¢ Con- 

gregations, 
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Scors 


sopreface 
the 

bad, fay t 
keep by themfelves. This counfel 


That ittendeth to the prejudice 


Schifm in the Church, and there. 


their larger Catechifm ; which 
_ fheweth they approved it. Ihave 
now anfwered the four Infinua- 


— now, and their ftate in Presby- 


dently, that there is no fybftan- 


pregations, undera diftin& Go: 
vernment, that the Scotch Mini. 
fters'cannot endure fo mach 4: 
the meeting of divers families tq-| 
gether,for family worfhip among} 
them; and give this reafon for it, 


- 


of the publick Miniftry , and 
fore give this in charge, 4 fe 
mily eal is be 

ey , that cach family 


of theirs our Presbyterian Affem- 
bly thought fit to prefix before 


tions of difference, between the 
ftate of the Parith Churches 


teriandays: And by what I have 
faid, I conceive it appeareth evi- 


tial difference between the ftate 


of 
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(121) | 


iof the Parifh Churches now, and 


their ftate in the long Parliament 
days, wherefore to juftifie cheir 


from them: fo that 


atever the Presbyterians faid 


f then, Of the Schifm and fin of ga- 


thering Churches out of the Pa- 
rifh Churches, will fall eavyup- 
on themfelves, if they fhall do, | 
as others did before them; nay © 
far heavier, becaufe the ftate of 
the Parifh Churches in England, 
fince the Re-eftablifhment of 
Epifcopacy, hath been much bet- 
ter than before in many refpects: 
Becaufe, 1. Now we have caufe 
tohope, there are not many Pa- 
rifh Churches (though the means 
be fmall)but the means of faving 


#faith and. knowledge are there; 


becaufe there is the holy Scrip- 

tures read, there is the Prayers 
of the Church, there is the Ar- 
ticles of Faith, the Lords Prayer, 
the Creed, the Ten Command- 
an ments, 
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(122) 
ments, Pfalms, Sacraments ,an 
Houwilies, if not other Sermons: 
Butin the long Parliament days 
after the Bifhops. and 
were gone, now generally in thi 
places of very {mailmeans, thd 
Church doors have been fhut up 
and, asis faid, all publick ,wor, 
fhip of God, for a. confiderabl 
time together ceafed,and the peo 
ple delivered up.as a prey to, 
forts of Hereticks and Deceiver 
2. Inthe beft places, the lofs,. 
the Liturgy was. undoubtedly 
~-greatlofs to the Church, 
it concefcendeth to theweaknef 
ofthe weak, which the ex 
veprayers of moft Minifters dot! 
not ; and then too,becaufe of th 
unruly paffions, prejudices, error 
and other infirmities of.Minitfters 
of divided parties,. the difufe.o 
the Lords Prayer,the non-repeat 
ing of the Creed, Tes Commant 
ments, the not calling the peopk 
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ang, make publick Confeffion of 
faith, che flighting of In- 
Baptifm, che total neglect 
f the of the Lords 
inmany places, rendred 
ftate of the Parity Churches 
a leplorable then. But now by the 
Bdvantage of a publick Eftabiijh- 
ent, the Parifh Churches are 
(Rvery day growing intoa better 
a ondition. What then will be. 
“iche fin and evil of ‘thofe ‘men, 
OBthat inftead of repenting of for- 
mer rafhneffes, will (et their hand 


again to the fame Chirch ruining 


th 
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Argument XIL 
We mu diftinguifh between tole. 


rable and intolerable 
fters. In fome of the Parifi\o 
(Churches the Minifter is in 
tolerable, and mot fit to be « 
Minifter; and for this cauf 
tts lawful to gather Churches 


Anim. 1. Hat think you of Hoph 
| ni and Phineas, the two 
fons of E/, they were for thei 
prophanenefs intolerable Mini 
fters: They were fons of Belial, 
that knew not the Lord, an¢ 
yet no feparation from them as 
Priefts , juftifiable. The people) 2 
that began to abhor the Orde © 
Nances upon their account, art) 
called tranfgreflors, 1 Sam. 2.245" 
aj 
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as hath been noted once before: 
fo that though they were intole- 
rable before God, as to their own 

erfons, and therefore ought to 
| ove been excluded: They were 
“Btolerable before the Church, as 
Sto Church Adminiftration , fo 
long as they enjoyed the Priefts 
Office, and not legally ejected. 
What think you of the Scribes 
and Pharifees, that fad and did 
ue not, whofe converfation Chrift 
telleth us was a perfect 

contradiction to their doétrine : 
furely fuch are intolerable Mini- 
von {ters before God, but as to the 
ith peoples communicating with fuch 


in Church Adminiftrations, they 


ij) were tolerable; for Chrift com- 
mandeth Ris own Difciples to 
COMMunicate with them, AZatth. 
Ie 23-2. thereafonis this, becaufe 
j-) Order muft be kept, and the blef- 
eh fing of Ordinances dependeth 


4,8 10¢ upon the goodnefs of the 
§ Admi- 


by 
“4 
i 


Church 
Moverne 
ment, 


p. 


“true Minifter to them, and 


-yet hefore God is a finful Inv 
“der, an Ofuper of the Miniftty 
“and thallbe condemned for it.§ 


but che bleffin 
of the Inftitutor. ‘In one wor 
faith Mr. Baxter, the Churchi 
“bound to take many a man as 


ceive the Ordinances from hin 
fin faith and expectation: of 
“bleffing ; upon promife, whi 


But 2. By the Ecclefiafticd b 
Law, no man entreth the Mini 
{try in the Church of Ene lami 
whofe abilities are not. firft ery 


, ed by Learned men, able to judeg 


of mens fitnefs , who fubfcribs 

not tothe Book of Articles, ang , 
of whofe holy and fober converg , 
fation, fatisfaction is not firft reg 
ceived.In cafe any Minifter prove, 
otherwife, and become intolerap 
ble, the people oughe not to right , 


themfelves by Separation, 


a be WAY, by the affiftance 
lawe 
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lawful Authority; becaufe other- 
wife,if the people once get head, 
break loofe from the reins of Go- 
Si vernment, and turn Reformers, 
tithe remedy , in refpect of the 
publick, will be worfe than 
difeafe, to a particular Parifh. 
Tis co defpifeGovernment,break 
order , introduce Anarchy, the 
mentable confequence whereof, 
Englawd hath found by woful ex- 
perience, and’tis to be wifhed it 
may be awarning to all Englith 
Subjects for the future, to itake 
heed of all dtforderly motions 
and proceedings. 
Intolerable Minifters, whe- 
ther by herefie or prophanenefs, 
on.complaint made, and fuffici- 
ent proof, cannot continue in 
their places, and therefore there 
will be no need of Separation 
upon thisaccount. The Bifhops 
§ lately have turned out divers for 
(candal, and are very fevere 
the 
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the point, and refolve to b 


4. The common people, ex: 
cept in fome notorious cafe of 


debauchery and ate 


no competent Judges who art 
tolerable, and who are intoler#: 
ble; buc lefs able to judge now 


than ever, becaufe upon difturb- 


ing our fixed ftate Ecclefiaftical, 
and breaking the hedge of Gé- 
vernment, a Serpent hath bic us, 
I mean, the Devil took his op 


portunity, and fill’d the Natio 


with Hereticks and Impoftors, 
fo that the peoples heads art 
fill’d odd 

nions, and hair-brain'd fancies, 
all over England. Mr. Edwards 
telleth us, thac in a fhore time 
180 errours appeared amongft my 


Mr. Cafe telleth the Parliament, 


That the errours in she Bifbop 
days, werebut tolerable trifles, bw 


now, faith he, the Nation ss filles 


pith 


notions, mad opi-§ 
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with doétrines of Devils. Tothis 3" 
effe&, Mr. Pool, Mr. Cranfords pects 
and Mr, Maaton tellus, that in Book for 
the Bifhops days, Brrours walk- ‘he Dewy 
cd inthe dark: But wow,fay they,cum 
privilegio , for the more fpeedy cor~ Chott. 
rupting the people. Sixty and odd 
Minifters of the City of Loadon, 
joyn in ap Exhortation to their 

B people, and cell chem, that hor- 

§ rid and hideous errours had for 
fome years paft abounded a- 
us again{t Scriptures, Dei- 
ty of Chrift, Holy Ghof, Trinity, 

§ Immortality of the Soul, Refur- 

rection of the dead, Heaven and 

Hell, decrying and abufing Or-— 

dinances , as fo many empty 
forms, thac the rruths of Chri- 

fianity were in danger of being 

buried under the heap and rub- 

bifh of all forts of errours: This 
the Church gor by turning out 

the Bifhops, Now whilfithe 
tion is chus infscted, ‘tis impofli- 


(130) 
_ ble the common people fhould be 
able to make judgement of the 
tolerablenefs or intolerablenefs 
of Minifters: Perfons will now be 
judged tolerable or intolerable, 
not, according to the reafon of 
the thing, but as they either hit 
or mifs particular by opinions ta} 
_kenup by divided parties. 
‘If be the duty of every 

individual member of theChurch, 
to fit in judgement of the tole. 
-rablenefs and intolerablenefs o! 
the legal Minifters ; and if judg: 
ed intolerable, then to feparate 


into 2 new Church, what can fol.) ,, 


low upon this practife, but 
ation upon Separation to thf 
end of the world, and that from 
one end of the Nation to the 
other? For there is no mar,though} 
never fo worthy, bur by fome 
filly and erroneous perfons willl 
be thought intolerable. In my) 
humble opinion, inftead of feed: 
| ing 
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ing the wanton humour of Sepa- 
ration, by fuch Infinuations as 
thefe, it were betcer for the poor 
people to wi the wife counfel 
of Solomon , againft felf-conf- 
§ dence, Prove 3.6. and Paul the 
1 Apoftles counfel to the Church 
members at Rome, againft felf- 
conceit, Rom. 12,° 16, and that 
— every man would think foberly 
of himfelf: it were better for the | 
common people to hear of. mo- 
defty, poverty of Spirit, the du- 
ty of humility, and how impro- 
bable itis for them to make fo 
good a judgement for 
themfelves, as their lawful Go- 
vernors,in fuch a fettled Church 
as ours is, than tobe fuppofed 
able and fit to judge their Mini- 
| fters and Judges. "Tis impoffible 
| we fhould ever be happy, till the 
people have Jearnd to think 
‘more meanly of themfelves, and 
| more honorably of their Gover- 
nors, 


| 


nors, as Mr. Baxter hath often 
told us, 


Argument XIII. 


Some Parifh (Churches about 
‘London are grown too nw 
merous, that all cannot come 


to the Parifh Churches ; there: 


fore, &c. 


7Here lieth the reafon 
of the pra@ical infe- 
gence of the Brethren, from 


thefe premifes: Some Pari}. 


Churches about Zomsdon , cannot 
contain their members ; There- 


fully gather Churches all Eng 
lend over. ’Tis well known, they 
that gather Churches out of the 
Parifh Churches, have no regard| 


fore Nonconformifts may 
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to any of thefe circumftances, — 


but gather them out of the Pa- 
rifh Churches , and practife the 
Sacraments among them where 
ever they are: And by fome it 
is obferved, that for the moft 
part they gather Churches in 
preat Cities where there is no- 

a. Where the cafe of any Pa- 
rifh is fuch, the people fhould 
be caught to remonftrace their 
~ cafe to lawful Authority, that | 
Tabernacles may be built, as 
hath been in divers places in 
the City, fince the fire, till a 
- way can be found for building | 
_more Churches or Chappels, and 
alfo to appoint them fome pious, 
peaceable, orthodox Minifters to 
officiate; which would be pre- 
 fently granted. This isGod sway, 
_ becanfe orderly: The other way 
/ is tumultuous, and tendeth to 
| fedition, and to praétife without 
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all reverence of Authority, and 
as if we didnot look upon our 
felves as members of an efta- 
blif’d Church, but as a com: 
of fcattered Chriftians in 


aPagan Country, 
3. Till Tabernacles can be 
buile , there are neighbouring 
Churches capable of more than 
their own Parifhes, to which they 
may refort. 
4. The Parifh Churches now 
that are fo numerous, were {0 
too when Presbyterians cryed out 
of gathering Churches out of 
the Parifh Churches by the In- 
dependents: Befidesthe Plague 
in 1665. hath deftroyed ‘many 9} 
thoufands fince; therefore this 
is no Argument to juftifie Sepa- 
tion now, no more than it was 
in thofe days, 


we 
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-§ Law hath “put fuch trufts ; not 


‘Argument XIV. 


That the Conformiftsin the pub- 
lick Temples are not enough 
to preach to the people, and 
defend them from Poptry : 
Non-Conformi/ts therefore 


ought to help, and ‘tis their 


duty , though they gather 
Churches: And the Parifh — 
bounds are not of Divine Ine 

fitution. 


the public Mi- 
nifters \be enough to 

carry onthe publick Services, or _ 
not enough, is a2 matter proper 
for for the confideration and 


judgement of the 
Church, into whofe hands the 
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proper for private perfons, fur- 


“tiftical principle at t 
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ther than to remonftrate and pe- 
tition: If private perfons fhall 
refume to make tchemtelves 
in matters of publick cog: 
nizance, and practife upon their 
own judgement, contraty to 
the publick Laws, in fucha 
fettled Church as the Church of 
England 18: °Tis impoffible for 
fuch perfons to pafs without cen- 
{ure of turbulent. Mr. (awar 
telleth Dr. Owen of a cafe like 
this, and faith, ’Tis an 
bottom. 

2. Whereas ‘tis faid, the Pa: 


-tith bounds are not of diwine 


fiitution. anfwer, Tis crue theyf 


are notof divine [nflitution (iN te 
tidem verbis) they are no whet 
particularly inftiruted in the 


New Teftament: But ey 


of divine Inftitution,as the 
of Nature are divine, and 4 
chey 
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hey are contained in the gene- 
ral Rules of the Word, where 
herd are noparticular Roles in 
the cafe, 1 Cor. 14. Let all things 
be done decently , orderly, and he 
edification: Which is impoffible 

to do infuch agreat Nation of 
Chriftian Profeflors as &mglandis, 
if the whole be not put into 
parts, under particular Paftors; — 
as the General of an Army pat- 

teth fis Souldiers: and alfo if 


the parts offer to break their 


Ranks, and refufe to keep their 
proper places and ftations ap- 
pointed by Authority: Asthey 
do with a witnefs, that forfaking - 
their own a and Neigh- 


—bourhood, to whofe condu& and 
commanion Gods Providence 


and the Laws of the Land have 

commitred them, take rhe bold- 

nefy to fertle themfelves in 2a 

tated way of Church Commu- 

with others, fcatrered 
an 
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and there, without any regard to 
Governors or the Government. 
3. Whereas ‘tis faid, the peo- 
ple want the help of more Mini. 


—fters than Conformifts , to de- 


fend them from Popery, and for 
this Nonconformifts may gather 


‘Churches: .. 


Anfw. 1. This Separation Mr 


Baxter and the London Minitfters 
tell us, featterech the Mem: 


bers, andcutteth the Church ia- 


to fhreds; what offence or de 


fence can the Church in fuch a 


fhattered condition.make ag aint 


an Adverfary: The ftrength of 


a Church in every Nation, asf 
as an Army, lieth in thef 
union of the whole into one body, 


with fome governing Church 


power over the whole : By virtue} 
of which union, the whole, in all f 
the parts, become capable of the | 
fuccouring influences of the whol, 
and without which union it is} 
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impofible:, Thefe things are evi- | 


dent by the light of Nature, and 
the fafety of the whole is con- 
erned in the orderly motion of 
the parts, in their feveral places 
and ftations: For a Nonconfor- 


mift then to the publick Efta- 


blifhment, to prefume to ga- 
ther Churches out of the Parifh 
Churches, what doth he butin- | 
troduce Anarchy, and overthrow. 
allChurch Government? which to 
do,is not to fave the people from — 


Popery, but to betray them fo it. — 
In this fay nothing, but ac- 


cording to the fenfe of moft judi- 


cious Presbyterian. In his fe- 
cond Difourfe of the Religion of | 


Eno land,p.44.{peaking of the con- 
fiderate Nonconformift, he faith, 
‘They would rather help to 


‘bear up the prefent Ecclefiafti- 
“cal ftate, than that Popery fhould 


‘break in by Anarchy , or the 


‘the diffolution of all Church 


‘Go- 


| 
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§ | 
le 
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the judgement of this 


in Popery , and not to keep! 


dread fo much, as our getting 


order again: Our founda 


‘Government. Again, ‘Anan 
‘ple fixed ftare Ecclefiaftical, 
‘neceffary touphold and increal 
‘ the Religion, as well abainfti 
“ fidelity,as againft Popery. So th 


Author, todifturb our fta 
Ecclefiaftical, whichis done wit 
a witnefs by diforderly gathe 
ing Churches, and running int 
parties: Thisis the way to brin 


out. 
To featter the 
Churches by Separation, is {<. 


far from affording help againlt<, 


Popery, that ’tis notorioufly 
profecute the Jefuires defigng<. 
and councils for the reducing 
to Popery,which is to do all thee « 
can to keep the Church of Eng 
land in an unfixet 
ftate,; there being nothing the 
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tion, faith one of them, maft Prins In- 
be mutation, chis will caufe a ort | 
relaxation , which ferveth as 
fo many violence difeafes, as the 
Stone, Gout, to the {fpeedy de- 
ftruction, 
«Again, ‘If che Puricans get the Read Mr. 
‘day we fhall make great ad- 
“B‘ vantage of ics for they will be Catho- 
<unfettled, and all in pieces, and P. 
not know how to fettle the Go- ° 
Again, Factions and diftra&i- 
nll ‘ons give us footing for continu- 
‘alatrempts. To make all fure, 
p we will fecretly have our party 
‘among the Puritans alfo, thac. 
‘we may be fure to maintain our 
intereft , which way ever the 


‘worldgo, 
 ‘Cherith their diflentions,faith Secon¢ 
rec Book o 


(Adam Contren the Jefuite, fpeak- polices. 

ing of Proteftants, and when 
‘all men fee, there is nothing 
| ‘certgin among them, the people 
Uh | | twill 


| 


\ 


Dire &i- 


On, 


Key for 
Catho- 
licks, 

310. 


The lat Popery. Tot 


ches, to make ftill more 


‘will eafily yield, meaning 
his purpofe 
ter telleth us, that in a difguil 
‘they thruft themfelves intoa 


Seéts and parties,not only Ani 


“baptifts, and Independents ar 
animated bak they ani 
‘mate the Vanilts, Behmenifts 
“and other Enthufiafts,the Seek 


“ers, the Quakers,the Origenifsy 


“and_all the Juglers and hiders o 
“the times. 
How then canitbe advifable 
for us, by multiplying feparate 
Meetings from the Parifh Chur. 


cles forthe Jefuites to play t 
pranks in. 

s. And laftly, There are not 
very many Minifters that are ft 


el! 


to meddle much in the 
_Controverfies, either by difpu: 
ting or preaching ,. efpecially inf 


the private Meetings, that are fo 
full of diftraétions and odd opt 


nions, 
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nions. There is nothing pleafeth 


a Learned Jefuite better, than — 
Bto hear fome of the private 


Meeting Minifters , undertake 


to difpute or preach againft Po- 
, pery ; becaufe the moft of them 


aving more Confidence than 
Learning, and more heat than 
light, they wil] either miftake 


the queftion, or elfe through ig-— 
®norance or prejudice, «call thac 


Popery which is not, or elfe 
charge them withthat they are 
not guilty of, or at beft vr al 
weak defence: So that the Ad- 

verfary rather gaineth ground, 
than lofeth by fuch oppofitions, — 
When the Jefuites get into 


one of the feparate Meetings, | 
and hear them cry out of Epif- | 


copal Government and Ordina- 


tion, as Popifh and Antichrifti- 
an, whace {pore this maketh 


them, may eafily be conceived, 
for that the Brethren themfelves 
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| are forced to confefs that ther 
Sus divin. WAS NO other way of entri 
Miniter, the Miniftry for many hundred 

vears. 

Again, Ac other times 
reviled for Popith, and the Mi. 
nifters maintenance by Tythe 
Popith, and then the 

bounds Popith ac Infam 
Baptifm Popifh and Antichs 
ftian: I fay, ic cannot be ims 
gined what pleafure ic muft 
to the Adverfary, to find when 
-Popery is oppofed, thofe thing 
are condemned for Popery an 
Antichriftian , which the whole 
Chriftian world for many hun- 
dreds of years hath owned for 
unqueftionable good things: aad 
by this means, inftead of dif 
gracing the Pope, we put ho 
upon the Pope,as Mr./ia 


the learned Presbyterian Minti, 
fter once obferved andfaid, 
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‘this rate, faith he , of counting 
‘ things Popith and Antichriftian 

‘we thall make the Pope and ty 
‘chrift a brave fellow goer 
‘making him the Auchor of 
‘ny good 


XVL 


We are told of feparating from — 


the Church of England, bue 


not know what the 
Church of England is , and 


why it fhould not be as well 
Schifm for the Parifh Church 


Members not to freqaent the 


Private Churches, as for the 


private Separate (barches not 
to frequent them, we know not. 


Ur New Non- 
y are it feemeth come very 
pear 


_ | 
| 
I 
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| Geenwood 


Mr. Rath- 


band every 


the Church of England ftill to, be 


© himfelffrom Chrift. They recke 
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near fhaking hands with the olf 
Brownifts : They indeed could no 
tell what the Church of Englanf« 
was, but the Old Non-conformif 

could tell for norwithftandingg tt 
their Nonconformity, they owned v 


True Church, in the fame fen 
with the Conformiits 5 as appear 
eth by their Book againft Barr 
and others wherein they fay thus 
© The Church of England is a Tr 
© Church of Cbriff, and fuch a om 
©as wholoever wittingly and wi 
jingly feparateth himfelf, cuttet 


their Ordination by Bifhops vali¢ 
the Oath of Canonical Obedience 
them lawful ; their Sufpenfions an 
Deprivations (if according to a 
Law of the Land) to be yiclded to. 
So long as the Bifhops fufpess 
and deprive according to the Ls 
of the Land, * We account of 
‘ aétion herein (fay they) as the At 
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‘ of the Church, which we may and 
‘ought to reverence and yield un- 
‘ro. 
The Lendon Minifters alfo when 7 ¢iv'- 
they writ their Book called, The De- pontine 
vine Right of the Minifiry, they did 
not think the Church of England | 
fuch a ftrange thing, neither in- 
name nor thing. They argue chus: 

Ifall the Churches in the world are 
called One Church, let no man be 
offended if all the Congregations in 

© England be called The Charch 
England, 
 “G, But now it is made a que- 
ftion what is the Church of me oa > 
1. Upon this occafion , 
th Would by the way adimoniih al 
men totakehced of entertain- 

ing the firft ferup/es of conformity 
tothe € Church of England, becaufe 

men know-not what will become of 
their {cruples, nor where to make | 

% an end o them, to the unfpeaka- 

ble damage of the Church and 
L2 them-— 


te 


48) 
themfelves, and of the great interel 
of Chriftian Religion in the main; 
infomuch that if the queftion wer 
put fince the Reformation , Whuj! 
fruitof chem, it muft be anfwered 
Nene, but fuch whereof we ares 
fhamed, eventhe lamentable decay 
| _ ofthe moral part of Religion, {trait 
‘ie ing at gnats, and {wallowing 
| mels. This by the by, 
Now for anfwer to the queftior 
2. VVhat isthe Church of Eg 
Anf. a Company of Chri 
fttan Profeffors of faith in Chrift, 
habicing the Exglifh Nation , unde 
one Civil Government, by the 
united into one EcclefiafticalSocie 
_ (though parted into many Congre 
gations) under a publick Minil 
rial Church-governing power 
the whole, called the National 5y 
nod under the higheft power, Thi" 
isthe Church of England. 
And itis a true Political Societys.” 
| 


i 
me 

; 

/ | 
/ | 
a 


_Bthere is the governing part, and the 
Bcoverned pare ; and both parts take 
name of the Church, as itwas 
inthe Jewifh Church ; thegovern- Numb.35. 
auing pare the Sanbedrin, as well wisn 
Bthe governed part the People , both Joinus 0. 
take the name of the Church. * © ©: 
And as in the Church of Scotland, 
the General Affembly rake the 
name of the Church of Scosland ; 
Soin England, the Synod of Eng- 
land take rhe name of Church of 
England, 
And Mr, Rathband the old Non- a pce 
Aconformift telleth Barrow the’? 
Brownift, who fpake flightingly of 
op the Church of England, as now the 
ef new Separatifts do 5 1 fay he celleth 
them, That all the known Churches | 
a the world acknowledge our 
wa Church , of the Church 
ig Of England for their Sifter, Fur- 
ther faith, That never any one Re- 
Church made gueftion of 
That the womb of the Church 
L 3 


of England bare the Queftionif 
themfelves, ‘and that her papsgav 
them fuck, is well knowns Thaig 
is a Church thar hath brought fort 
and brought up as many, legrodd 
men and good Chriftians, as anj 
Church in the world. And this hat 
been acknowledged by the learned 


merof other Churches, - 
Being thus we are furnifhed wit " 


true meafure for the judging 
criminal Schifm in England, aw 
_are helped to anfwer a new and a 
odd queftion ; Why it fhould no 
as well be called Schifin for the Pe f 
rifh Church Members, not to boli 
communion with the feparate Al 
-femblies , as it is called Schifm i 
the feparate Affemblies to with 
draw from the Parifh Churches. 
The Anfwer is this, becaufe, th 
Parifh Church Members, by keep 
ing to the Pari(h Churches and Mt 
 niftry, they keep the unity of the 
fpirit in the bond of peace; they 
 maintail 
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maintain publick charity; they ob- 
‘au (erve publick order according to the 
cttablifht Laws; they keep their 
sim ranks and hold their places, where 
B the Law and Right Reafon hath fix- 
only regular Affemblies. | 
Churches gathered our of the Pa- 
“if rifh Churches, they are like fo ma- 
ny Mutineers in an Army, that 
break all publick order, let gocha- 
rity, offer a publick affront tothe 
Laws, difturb our fixed Eccleftafti- 
cal State ; and therefore are unlaw- 


quented, but avoided as the proper 
makers of divifion, Neither is it 
poffible for the Brethren that fe- 
-parate upon the cerms that they now 
practifeit, to give us any definition 
of fchifm , that either themfelves 
heretotore, or the Chriftian Church 
did ever account good : but it will 
{tick as clofe to them as the skinto 


their fiefh, La obj. 


Bedthem. Thefe- are therefore the 


As for the {eparate Mectings of | 


ful Affemblies, and not to be fre-. 


Rom, 16, 


| 
4 


obj. But if it be as 
have heard it hath; They chat give 
the caufe make the Schifm. 
Anf. Lanfwer, The Brethren. do 
not diftinguifh between the occal- 
— onofathing by fome Accident, and 
the Real caufe of «thing. Thoughit 
-fhould be granted that Ecclefiafti- 
~ cal Impofitions, as conditions of fa- 
 cramental communion , fuch as the 
~Crofs and Kneeling , through the 
_weaknefsof people may become an 
-occafion, it will never be proved that 
any Impofitions are the real caufe, 
except they could be proved to be 
fomewhere or other forbidden in 
Word, and that as plainly as 
obedience to lawful Authority in 
Jawful things is commanded in 
Word, This Mr. Baxter and 
many others hath caughe us : Bur 
- for this no man of cur new Sepa- 
ratifts hath ever had the confidence 
to affirm ; fo that culpable {chifm 
fieth upon all the feparate Con- 
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sregations from the Church of Eng- 
land old and new, ‘ 


obj, That may bea fin to one 


man that is not fo to another ; To 
him that shinkesh it a fin to fepa-— 
rate from the Parifh Churches ie 

willbe fin, butto meitisnofin. 


Anf. The Text referred to by the 
Obje&tor concerneth the eating or 


nor eating of this or shat meat, 
and the obferving or not obferving 
dayes, ations thatin their own na- 


ture are neither good nor evil: And 
in refpeét of fuch things, error of 
confcience in one man will make 
that unlawful to him that is not fo 
to another, | ine 

Bur in refpe& of things morally 
evil, no error of confcience can 


fuch things good to any man 


which are in themfelves evil, Thefe 
will be Theft, and Murther will 
be Murther , and Adultery , A- 
duleery 3 and fo Schifm will be 
Schifm, in the man that committeth 

thefe 


4 
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thefe fins : Let any mans private 


thinking of thefe things be what it 
will, no mans error of confcience 


one way or other can alter the na- 


ture either of moral good or evil.’ 


Argument XVII. 
To defert ones Miniftry is not lav. 


ful. ’tis a piece of facriledge 


We cannot preach except 
have bearers, we cannot have 
hearers, but Members of fom 
Parifh Churches Therefore 

we muft gather Churches. 


CT Auftin (aid, A man fhoul 


not commit the leaft evil of fin 
to fave all the damned from Hell: 
And Se. Paul took it for a notorious 
flander in any man that reported 
him for one that {aid men may do 


evil 
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evil hat good may come. A good 
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Chriftian is bound to do good 
though evil come to him for it, I 
mean the evil ofafliGion. Bur the 
the Chriftian Religion will fuffer no Rom. 3.8 
man to commit the evil of fin, that | 
good may come to himfelf or others 

y ite Nowto gather Churches out 
of the Parifth Churches, with which 
communion may be held without 


| fin, maketh men guilty of a moft 


and hath writ a Book to perfwade divifiom 


horrible Schifm, becaufe it istofe- 
parate without any fufficient caufe : 
Tis to tear and rend a Church to 


pieces,and cut it into fhreds only for: 


perfonal richer Church-priviledges, © 
or fecular ends : ’Tisfuch amon-. | 
ftrous are of uncharicablenefs , that 


the new nature loatheth to think of 


it, 
_ Now, that Communion may be 
held without fin in the Parith 
Churches, the Brethren acknowledg 


it, Mr. Baxter him(elf practifech ir, Core 


the 


| 


the Brethren to it; and telleth usat 
full meeting, The Minifters 
greed ie lawful and fic. 
Now I would know then by what 
— authority this feparating 
upon thefe terms can be juttifi- 
ed from the guile of the moft horti- 
ble Schifm that ever was heard ofin 
the Chriftianworld. 
Obj. Bur faith the ObjeGor, To 
_ defert ones Miniftry is not lawful, 
pointof Sacriledge, 
Anf. 1, This Argument is eafi- 
ly anfwered, by diftinguifhing up- 
the non-cxercife of the Minifte 
rial Oiisce, ~ 
’Tis one thing voluntarily to de- 


7 
fertone Minittry, by running to 4m 


mother Catling for eafe, profit, be- 


pour, or fear of perfection, Ano- 
ther thing co {uffer ful penfion of the 
prefent exercife of the Munifterial 
_ Office, ina particular place, by the 
of the Chriftian church in 
the Land where a man liveth againtt 
ones 
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ones will. Thefe are two chings far and 
widely differing one from another. | 
To do che firf, isa Complication of ma- 
ny vices, and isin plainnefs a wicked Sa- 


‘criledge andfuch men are not fitforthe 


Kingdom of God : 

Bue the fecond is the Jlisffration of 
four Cardinal virtues, Humility, Meek- 
kw/s, Self denial, Obedience. Some of the 
Vircues all men put off to roo great a de- 
grec, which they put on feparacion from 
the Parifh Churches of England, | 

Aman thar fufferech fufpenfion of 
the excicife of his Min:fterial Office in a 


parcicular place by the Laws of the Land, 


ina (tace of che crue Religion, doth nor de- 
ferc his Minifterial Office, becaufe his Mi- 
nifterial Office relatech in che fi:ft place 
to the Cutholick Church, in all che Coun- 
tries ot che world, as che Brethren have 
always urged againft the Independents. 
So that if a Mimifter be fufpended in one 
place, he may remove to another. — 
Sufpenfion is not like Excommunicati- 
on : Ifaman be legally excommunicated 
in one place, his Excommunication (if 
known ) may and oughe co be a bar a- 
gaiuft his communion with che Church 
allover che world, becaufe Excommuni- 
cation 


~ 


cation refpegtech che Catholick Church, 
~fodoth not Sufpenfion. The reafon 
of Excommunication are the {ame all o 
ver the world, which is obftinate perfift. 
Ing in greac cranfgreffions cf che general 
Precepts of the Gofpel. 
~ But Sufpenfions may be jaf in parti- 
cular Countries; not only for crimes, but 
for not complying with publick Eccle/iaftical 
Con/ftitutions for the Government and Dil- 
cipline of the Church, and orderly and 
decent adminiftration of che Ordinances, 


though through weaknefs of judgment: 


The reafon iscthis, becaufe che goed of Or- 
der in an eftablithe Church is greater to 
the Publick , chan the ufe of particular 
mens gifts. 

Calvin faith, Some orderly form ought 
—* chiefly co be obferved in Churches which 
are bcft maincained by a well fram’d 
pofition of allchings, And furcher, ‘ Be 
€ caufe of che great variery char is in mens 
Manners, Mids, Judgments, Wits, 
policy can be ftedtaft enough, unlels 
©itbe cftablihed by certain Laws. He 
faith allo, ‘There muft be an appoinced 


‘Form, or no orderly ufage can be obfer- 


‘ved. Furcher he faich, § Without fuch 
* Laws Churches are diflolved from cheir 
finews, 
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Non-contormift, in a Book called 7 be Second Dif: 


‘fnews, and utterly deformed and {cattered a> 


3. Thac fufpended Minifters in the Englifh 


Church for Non-conformity fhould acquiefce 
therein , was the judgment of the old Non-con- 


formifts. Ie hath been taken notice of already, p.27. 
inan{wer co the Eighth Argument ; by which eves 
ry one may take notice how far the prefene Non- 
conformifts are departed from che judgments of the — 
old Non-conformifts, and gone intro the way of 
Brownifts) Bythe way take notice what a danges 
rous flippery path the path of feparation from che 
Parifh Churches is. 

4. And laftly, To conclude, If there were any 
thing of f{acriledge in the cafe, ic cannot lye upon 
the Minifters chac fuffer fufpenfion, becaufe to come 


facriledge, is to be active in a thing, ‘cis tobe 


a practifer of the evil of fs ; But co fuffer a legal 
Sufpenfion is to be pafive, “tis co be a fufferer of 
the evil of affliction, | 
If the Church fuffer by che non-exercife of the 
Minifterial Office by fufpended Minifters, in reafon 
they muft anfwer for icthac make the Laws buc 
they thac by the Laws are bereaved of the oppor- 
_— , need never fear being charged with che 
I conclude with che Saying of a judicious pious 


com fe of the Religion of England, p. 48. 4 
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I do here folemuly profefs chat I am chiefly 


Sceond Difcourfe Citous for che cranquilliry and ref 
of the Religion ‘ofa troubled Nation; as for my 
of Buglaud. p.48. © own concernmenr, my deprivation 
is an afflitionto me: And I would do any thing 
-Schac were not fin to me, co recover che liberty of my 
publick fervice inthe Church Buc if it cannot by 
Tfubmic co hisgood pleafure by whofe determr 
minace counfel all things ave brought to pafs 5 and 
contented to remain a filenced fufferer tor contr 
ence cowards God. Nore chis, Thar which 
the ObjeMor reckoned the fin of wicked facriledge, 
thislearned Man to the old Non-contormifts 
Aoneth co be the duty of Chriftian pacience. 

Again in another place, couched once before, An 
“ample fixed Stace Ecclefiaftical 1s neceflary to up 
“hold and increafe true Religion as well againft 
Infidelity as againft Popery : The loofe part of 
“the world would turn to a wearincfs, and con 
*tempc of divine Infticutions : And Chriftianity 
he felf would be much endangered in a ftace of 
© Ataxy and Unfixednefs. By this the Reader may 
fee how the pretence Church-confounding practice 
of che Brethren is condemned by one of chemfelves 
judgment they are in the way of cadanger- 


ing, noconely the Proceftane Religion in Eng/and, 


buc Chriftianicy ic felt. 
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